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Keep the change



By Gord Gilmour

CHAD BERRY, LIKE MOST GRAIN 
growers, remembers the 1990s  
all too well.

A commodity boom in the 1970s and 
early 1980s had spiked both prices and 

cost of production, and when the markets turned, 
farmers found themselves in a cost price squeeze.

It was a long painful workout, and by the early 1990s, 
even the best managed operations were feeling  
the squeeze.

The Berry family’s Under The Hill Farms, which is 
headquartered near Glenboro, was no different than 
its neighbours, Chad recalls.

“It was pretty tough, and we decided we needed to 
go out and look for new opportunities,” he said of this 
period towards the start of his farming career.

It didn’t take them long to zero in on one attractive 
opportunity just to the north, in the nearby town of 
Carberry. There potato processor Midwest Food 
Products (now McCain Foods) was expanding. Low 
commodity prices had caused the Canadian dollar to 
slump, and as the U.S. economy healed and began 
moving forward, the company began shipping more 
and more French fries south of the line.

“We went and talked to them and ultimately decided 
this is something we wanted to pursue,” said Chad.

It was a project with possibilities, but pitfalls too. 
Potato production is very specialized and requires a fair 
bit of unique equipment, like planters and diggers. 

They bought the first of it used, from growers in North 
Dakota who saw their industry on the downward slope 
as the U.S. dollar climbed, and Chad says the family 
managed to keep the initial equipment investment 
down to “just $100,000 or so,” which gives some sense 
of the size of a risk the family was taking on.

There would also be a steep learning curve for the 
Berrys, as it was a totally new crop in their arsenal, and 
one with its own unique challenges. »
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Glenboro’s Chad Berry says his family’s farm has found success 
by embracing change and the accompanying opportunities

Growing potatoes requires specialized equipment, 
including this potato planter. The Berrys acquired  
their initial equipment secondhand from growers  
in North Dakota.

c



“Midwest Foods really helped us that 
first year, especially with getting our 
agronomy right,” said Chad. 

And get it right they did. Despite 
being relative newcomers to the 
processing potato industry, the family 
quickly rose to become some of the top 
growers in the province, following 
planting their first crop in 1996. 

The crop is almost exclusively grown 
under contract in Manitoba, and 
processors and growers, through the 
Keystone Potato Producers’ Association, 
negotiate prices and volumes annually. 
After the initial learning curve, the crop 
has provided the farm with another rela-
tively stable pillar.

“It’s one of our more steady crops, 
both in yields and in economic 
returns,” Chad said. “It’s a little more 
stable than grain.”

That’s not to say it’s immune from the 
vagaries of the market, however, as 
recent events have proven. Following the 
2008 financial crisis, U.S.-bound 
volumes came under pressure as 
Americans retrenched and ate out less. 

At the same time high commodity 
prices had fueled an upward trend for the 
Canadian dollar, resulting in a currency 
that was at or above parity for nearly a 

year, further pressuring Canadian 
production in that market. 

Few growing regions were harder hit 
than Manitoba, and processors cut 
contract volumes, and as a result 
growers found themselves with fewer 
acres to plant.

Always looking

Under the Hill Farms was no exception 
to this rule, and Chad says the family 
reacted like they always do when 
challenges arise — they looked for new 
opportunities. 

“We hadn’t grown coloured beans in 
a few years, and we thought we’d try 
them again,” he said. “It worked out 
fairly well and having that diversity 
really helped us.”

In fact Chad says looking for new 
opportunities is more or less a constant 

state of being for this farm, a strategy he 
thinks more should adopt. 

Diversity means having many 
different options — for example the 
family grows a total of 10 crops including 
the usual Prairie grains and oilseeds, as 
well as sunflowers, corn, soybeans and 
coloured beans — meaning risk is spread 
out over many different markets.

“We don’t always get everything at 
the top of every market — but we usually 
have at least one or two,” Chad said.

He says the operation, which spans 
12,000 acres, uses a set of criteria to 
evaluate each and every opportunity that 
comes along to determine where it 
makes a logical fit to the farm. 

They look to see if it will let them get 
more productivity from its fixed-cost 
expenses like equipment or buildings. 
They evaluate whether it will make their 

6     Farmers’  Voice / Fall 2015

COVER FEATURE  /  MEMBER PROFILE

The Berry family respects each other’s strengths and contributions to the farm. From right to left: Chad does the overall management,  
his cousin Kevin does the day-to-day-management and agronomy, his uncle Bruce does the bookkeeping, and his father Doug takes  
the lead on special projects.

Diversity means having many different options 
— for example the family grows a total of 10 
crops including the usual Prairie grains and 
oilseeds, as well as sunflowers, corn, soybeans 
and coloured beans — meaning risk is spread 
out over many different markets



work more efficient, or whether it will 
deploy the valuable resource of 10 full 
time employees more efficiently.

“It’s really about that efficiency,” 
Chad said. “If you can become more 
efficient and make better use of the 
resources you already have, that’s the 
best way to expand.”

In times like this, with land [prices] 
having increased quickly in recent years, 
it makes even more sense, he says.

“That’s not to say we haven’t bought 
land — we have, where it’s made sense,” 
Chad said. “But I think often the first 
and best place to look for opportunities 
is to look at what you already have. For 
example, if I have a tractor, I want to run 
it for as many hours as possible in a 
season, to maximize my investment in 
that piece of equipment.”

Between the four actively farming 
family members, it’s rare that an 
opportunity doesn’t at least get a close 
once-over.

“We don’t take every opportunity that 

comes along, but I’d say we at least look 
at all of them,” Chad said.

The various family members are also 
empowered to make decisions inde-
pendently when necessary, and that’s 
something that was taught from a 
young age. 

“My cousin and I were encouraged to 
make real decisions from a pretty early 
age — probably our mid-teens,” he said. 
“I think that’s really helped us.”

At least one member of the earlier 
generation agrees wholeheartedly. 
Chad’s father Doug says both of the 
younger members of the operation more 
than pull their weight when it comes 
time to make a plan and a hard decision.

“I couldn’t possibly be prouder of these 
two young farmers,” Doug said. “I think 
their management skills and decision-
making abilities are just exceptional.”

One reason the farm works is the 
respect for the diversity of the people 
it’s comprised of, both family mem-
bers and employees. For example, 

there’s an unwritten understanding 
among the principals that acknowl-
edges each brings their own strengths 
to the table.

“I do the overall management,” Chad 
said. “Bruce, my uncle, is really good at 
keeping our records and doing our 
bookkeeping. My cousin Kevin does a 
lot of the day-to-day management and 
agronomy and working with employ-
ees, which he’s very good at. My dad, 
Doug, is an overall ideas guy, and he 
tends to take the lead on any special 
projects we’re doing at the moment.”

Having this understanding prevents 
stepping on each others’ toes, but 
keeping it a bit on the informal side also 
means the various players aren’t shut out 
from the decision-making process in any 
key areas, and whomever happens to 
head up that particular area isn’t left to 
totally fend for themselves.

“A lot of times having four heads work 
on a problem is better than just one,” 
Chad said.   MFV
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AS MANY KAP MEMBERS KNOW, OUR 
organization is a member of the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture — the national 
alliance of general farm organizations 
and national commodity groups. Some 
KAP members ask why we should belong 
to the CFA, but after attending its recent 
summer board meeting I can attest how 
important the CFA is to KAP and all of its 
other members across the country.

The board meeting took place just 
prior to the annual meeting of federal-
provincial-territorial ministers of agri-
culture, and culminated in a roundtable 
discussion between the CFA board and 
the agriculture politicians. Having the 
opportunity to sit at a table of close to 
100 politicians, provincial representa-
tives and farmers made me realize just 
how important the CFA is.

It has enough respect and political 
presence to be able to stage this event, 
and to achieve such high attendance by 
so many national ministers and policy 
makers. 

The CFA also puts forward the topics 
for discussion at this roundtable, and 
this year its primary topic was “social 
license.” It created a discussion paper 
describing social license as the ongoing 
level of acceptance, approval and trust of 
consumers regarding how food is pro-
duced, noting that agriculture is facing 
scrutiny, criticism and value judgements 
across many areas, thus affecting its 
social license with consumers.  

The CFA recommended the creation of 
a social license roundtable that would 
include governments, producers, pro-
cessors and retailers from all commodity 
sectors, and consumer representatives. 
It would explore and address societal 
perceptions of where food comes from, 
and undertake actions that would 
strengthen agriculture’s social license.

CFA: an invaluable organization  
on the national scene
By DAN MAZIER, KAP President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Having the opportunity to sit at a table 
of close to 100 politicians, provincial 
representatives and farmers made me 
realize just how important the CFA is



Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister 
Gerry Ritz, along with his colleagues 
from the provinces and territories, was 
supportive of this idea, and much dis-
cussion ensued as to how to proceed —
including making social license an 
underlying theme in planning the next 
round of programs under Growing For-
ward 3.

KAP has been promoting ag aware-
ness for many years, and we have seen 
good success. However, this kind of ini-
tiative would take us to the next level — 
where we would engage consumers, get 
them in on the discussion, and help 
them understand farming and farm 
production.

It is hoped the leadership for this ini-
tiative will come from the federal gov-
ernment, and the next steps will be for 
the CFA to follow up on the discussions 
to formalize the working relationship 
with government, and establish a plan 
for moving forward. 

The CFA is our national lobby voice, 
and the board meeting discussions prior 
to the roundtable event focused on fed-
eral election priorities, especially on 
maintaining a workforce on Canadian 
farms and ensuring farmers have access 
to proper risk management tools. The 
CFA recommends key improvements to 
AgriStability and AgriInvest, program 
adjustments to help new and beginning 
farmers, and AgriInsurance and AgriRe-
covery changes to address climate 
change.

On the labour front, CFA is asking for 
the creation of a dedicated Canadian 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Workforce 
Program to provide consistent and effi-
cient access to international agriculture 
workers, as well as changes to Labour 
Market Information. 

On the topic of the upcoming federal 
election on October 19, I urge all KAP 
members to talk to their candidates 
about agriculture when they come to 
the door:
•  Does his/her party recognize the 

importance of agriculture, which 
generates over $100 billion to 
Canada’s economy and accounts  
for one in eight jobs?

•  Does his/her party realize the effects 
of inadequate rail service to farmers, 
and what would the party do to 
improve service?

•  Is his/her party aware of the labour 
issues affecting agriculture, and  
in particular the change to the 
Temporary Foreign Workers Program 
that is impacting Canadian farms  
and processors? Would the party be 
willing to improve the program for 
agriculture?

•  Does his/her party know about the 
gaps in the current business risk 
management programs, and what 
would it do improve them?
On one last note, I urge you to vote, 

and if you have a first-time voter in 
the family, encourage him or her to 
vote as well. Prior to the election, I 
suggest a discussion on what each 
political party can do for the family, 
for the farm business, and for the 
future.   MFV

Farmers’  Voice / Fall 2015     9

Protect  
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Control  
stubble fires.
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SUCCESS IN LOBBYING FOR 
ON-FARM FUEL STORAGE BMP 
 KAP lobbied the provincial government  
to add on-farm, fuel storage as an eligible 
BMP under Growing Assurance — and was 
successful. Funding for this new BMP was 
announced in July, on a first-come-first-
served basis. To be eligible, producers 
must have a valid environmental farm 
plan statement of completion, and be 
farming or managing at least 320 acres. 
For more information, see the Manitoba 
Agriculture, Food and Rural  
Development website.

“OURROADSSUCK”  
CAMPAIGN — JOIN IN!
 In order to compile information to 
present to the provincial government, 
and as a direct response to a General 
Council resolution, KAP is asking 
members to report deteriorating or 
unsafe roads in rural Manitoba. Please 
provide the condition of the road you are 

reporting on, attach a photo if you can, 
and send to ourroadssuck@kap.mb.ca. 
KAP will be contacting other stakeholders 
who also drive on these bad roads — 
including truckers and school bus 
operators — in order to compile a map 
that illustrates how bad the problem is.

COMMENT ON PROPOSED  
MONSANTO-SYNGENTA MERGER
 KAP president Dan Mazier submitted an 
editorial to the Manitoba Co-operator, 
indicating the importance of competition 
as more and more agri-business consoli-
dations occur. He said KAP will be monitor-
ing the Monsanto-Syngenta situation as it 
unfolds, and if a merger proceeds KAP will 
provide input to the Competition Bureau as 
it has in past situations of this nature. KAP 
will also continue to stress to the federal 
government the importance of competi-
tion among those serving our industry, 
emphasizing how it strengthens our ability 
to compete on the world market. 

SECTION HEADER

KAP hIGhLIGhTS 
See what KAP is doing on behalf of all Manitoba farmers  
BY VAL OMINSKI

KAP HIGHLIGHTS

KAP successfully lobbied the provincial 
government on funding for an on-farm 
fuel storage BMP so that producers can 
replace old storage tanks with  
new systems.

KAP is asking members to email in pictures of deteriorating roads so that it can compile information with which to  
lobby the provincial government for repairs. Pictured here is Provincial Road 251 in southwest Manitoba.

» CONTINUED ON PaGE 12



Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram Fiat Savings Program
New for KAP Members!

Request your KAP Member Preferred Pricing Certificate 
today and receive the following price reductions

Fiat 500 Pop   $3,900
Fiat 500 / 500T (Excludes Pop)  $3,900
Fiat 500C    $3,900
Fiat 500 Abarth   $3,200
Fiat 500L Pop   $1,500
Fiat 500L    $3,000
Fiat 500X    $1,250

Chrysler 300 / 300S / 300C (Excl SRT8) $8,300
Chrysler 200   $3,700
Chrysler 200 AWD   $4,000
RU Mini-Van    $3,000
Chrysler Town & Country   $10,600

Dodge Dart SE   $500
Dodge Dart (excluding PFDH41)  $1,650
Dodge Challenger (Excl SRT8)  $2,400
Dodge Charger (Excl SRT8)  $6,500
Dodge Grand Caravan  (CVP - 29E)  $8,700
Dodge Grand Caravan  (Excl CVP - 29E) $9,600
Dodge Journey (JCDH49)  $3,600
Dodge Journey (excl JCDH49)  $5,400
Dodge Journey R/T (JCES49/JCEX49) $5,600
Dodge Durango   $6,700

Ram ProMaster City     $2,600
Ram ProMaster (Cab/Chassis & Cut-Away)   $2,500
Ram ProMaster Van 1500    $3,500
Ram ProMaster Van 2500    $4,500
Ram ProMaster Van 3500    $5,500
Ram 1500 Reg Cab (DS1L61/DS1H62)   $7,700
Ram 1500 Reg Cab (excludes Ram DS1L61/DS1H62)  $8,900
Ram 1500 Quad/Crew Cab    $13,000
Ram 2500      $14,500
Ram 3500      $14,500
Ram 3500/4500/5500 Cab Chassis (Other)   $7,750
Ram 3500/4500/5500 Cab Chassis (DD**9* and DP0L**) $10,900

Jeep Wrangler    $5,000 
Renegade (Sport)    $750
Renegade (Non Sport)    $900
Jeep Patriot (Sport FWD only)   $4,800
Jeep Patriot (Excluding Sport FWD)    $5,500
Jeep Cherokee (Excluding Sport)   $2,500
Jeep Cherokee (Sport ONLY)   $2,100
Jeep Grand Cherokee (excl SRT8)   $6,700

To receive your pricing certificate:
email kapbenefits@stratabenefits.ca with your name and 
KAP Membership number or call 1-866-527-0123 (ext. 1)

*price incentives based on 2016 models; offer subject to change.

*



Deteriorating roads 
Transportation infrastructure in southwestern Manitoba has 
continually deteriorated, creating concern for public safety as 
well vehicle maintenance issues. Therefore, KAP will lobby the 
governments of Manitoba and Canada to address 
southwestern Manitoba’s deteriorating transportation 
infrastructure issues. 

Biosecurity 
Biosecurity concerns about off-farm service personnel 
coming onto farms include visits by employees of Manitoba 
Workplace, Safety and Health, Manitoba Hydro, local law 
enforcement officials, news media, tax assessment personnel, 
and civil service personnel. Therefore, KAP will work with 
employers within governments and industries to assist them in 
developing operating procedures for their employees that 
include contacting farm managers and predetermining a 
visitation schedule. 

Weed control 
To prevent the spread of weeds from construction sites, KAP 
will call on the Manitoba government to maintain weed 
control, via mechanical means where possible, on completed 
road construction sites until the area has recovered its 
vegetation. 

Depth of energy/utility infrastructure 
KAP will work with utility companies and oil/gas companies to 
ensure lines and pipelines on farmlands are buried far enough 
down to accommodate farming practices, and that 
information on how far down lines and pipelines are buried be 
made available upon request.

Herbicide resistance 
There are issues around stacked trait soybean, corn, and 
canola that include herbicide resistance, and therefore KAP 
will work with the Manitoba Pulse and Soybean Growers, the 
Manitoba Corn Growers Association, and the Manitoba 
Canola Growers Association to research the issue of herbicide 
resistance within stacked traits, and gather information from 
other jurisdictions to inform KAP members of the potential 
effects of herbicide resistance in Manitoba. 

Green Cover Program 
Perennial forages are a large part of sustainable agriculture, 
especially in environmentally sensitive areas and poor soils; 
they increase soil health, water quality and pollinator diversity. 
Because livestock producers can economically justify 
improving marginal acres due to better market conditions for 
livestock, KAP will lobby the provincial and federal 
governments to establish a new Green Cover Program to help 
Canadian farms overcome environmental extremes and 
improve the sustainability of livestock farmers.

Aquaculture 
The governments of Manitoba and Canada have shown their 
support for prairie aquaculture through support of the Warren 
Demonstration Farm. Because aquaculture is regulated by the 
Fisheries Act, which provides no guidance to the aquaculture 
industry, KAP will lobby the federal government to consult with 
the inland aquaculture industry and develop policy that better 
supports the growth of this new sector. 
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  The KAP management team has had a busy summer of meetings 
with provincial ministers and other elected officials, including: 
•   A meeting with Erna Braun, minister of labour and immigra-
tion, to discuss a safety program for the agriculture industry, 
the Temporary Foreign Workers Program and the ag industry’s 
labour needs.

•   A meeting with Agriculture Minister Ron Kostyshyn to discuss 
the implementation of changes to the Noxious Weed Act, the 
proposed Farm and Food Awareness Act, the Environmental 
Farm Plan program, and items related to the 2015 budget — 
including the Farmland School Tax Rebate. KAP also lobbied for 
the development of a long-term strategic plan for the industry, 
and the development of an industry-led farm safety program.

•   A meeting with Conservation and Water Stewardship Minister 
Tom Nevakshonoff for the first time since his appointment to 
the portfolio to discuss a new biodiesel mandate, drainage regu-
lations and bulk fuel storage.

•   A meeting with Liberal leader Rana Bokhari to stress the 
importance of agriculture, both economically, and 
socially.

•   A meeting with Progressive Conservative education and 
advanced education critic Wayne Ewasko, as well as other 
members of the PC Caucus, to stress the importance of ensur-
ing  the same quality of education is available throughout 
Manitoba. KAP also stressed the importance of schools in 
rural areas receiving appropriate information and communi-
cation tools to encourage the next generation of agriculture 
students and farmers.

•   A meeting with the Opposition rural caucus to discuss a 
number of topics — including a private members’ bill put 
forward that would see the creation of an adviser office at the 
Workers Compensation Board for small business employers. 
It would mirror the worker adviser office that provides advice 
and support to employees.

RESOLUTIONS FROM SUMMER GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING 

CONTINUED LOBBYING AND DISCUSSION WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS



MEMBERSHIP IS CLIMBING!
  Increased efforts to reach out to members and non-members 
have resulted in a membership increase for KAP. As of July 31, 
2015, the member count was 3,414 — compared to 2,966 for the 
same time last year. KAP has hired a new membership coordi-
nator, Jacquie Nicholson, who hails from a grains and oilseeds 
farm near Shoal Lake. Jacquie will now act as the main contact 
for KAP members with questions about their memberships, 
member benefits, and KAP events and activities. Members can 
contact her at 204-697-1140, ext 1.
 
BIODIESEL POLICY PRESENTED  
TO THE PROVINCE
 KAP recently presented its position on biodiesel consumption 
and production to the provincial government, indicating support 
for an expanded biodiesel industry in Manitoba and a five per 
cent minimum blend requirement. However, KAP is wary of the 
inclusion of hydrogenation-derived renewable diesel in the 
provincial mandate because it is not made from Manitoba crops. 
KAP also stressed the need for the introduction of programs for 
the establishment of biodiesel processing facilities in the 
province, as well as the development of strict standards for 
biofuel so it can be purchased with confidence.

SUPPORT FOR LANDOWNERS  
IN BIPOLE III EXPROPRIATION
 KAP has urged Manitoba Hydro officials to meet with land-
owners collectively, and has also raised the issue with Agricul-
ture Minister Ron Kostyshyn. In addition, KAP is pressing for 
more information on issues of concern to landowners, including 
ongoing liability.
 
KAP SERVES AS MEMBER OF CLWG,  
FINAL REPORT RELEASED
 KAP joined federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz in Winnipeg 
July 20 when he received the Crop Logistics Working Group’s 
final report that will serve as a submission to the Canada 
Transportation Act Review.
KAP president Dan Mazier was a member of this working 

group that has identified ways to improve the grain handling 
and transportation system across Canada. The group was 
chaired by Murdoch MacKay, commissioner of the Canadian 
Grain Commission, and brought together over 18 agriculture 
organizations from across the grain sector. Dan was also a 
member of the Maximum Revenue Entitlement Sub-Commit-
tee. You can read the main report and the sub-committee 
report on KAP’s website — www.kap.mb.ca.   MFV
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ALL NEW R1 SERIES PULL-TYPE DISC MOWER 

NO MOW LIMITATIONS!
Take your harvest to the next level, with the all  
new MacDon R1 Series Pull-Type disc mower. In just 
30 seconds our optional Road Friendly Transport 
system transforms both the 13 and 16 foot R1’s to 
a narrow 9 foot for transport, allowing quick, easy, 
and safe travel to and from, and between fields. Our 
new cutterbar provides a cleaner, smoother cut than 
ever before, and it’s backed by a 3 Year Cutterbar 
Warranty. With the industry’s widest roll (129’), 
and 4 interchangeable conditioning options, the R1 
lays down well-formed, well-conditioned windrows. 
Don’t limit yourharvesting possibilities, call your 
local MacDon dealer today and find out why more 
top producers trust MacDon for their harvest.

The Harvesting Specialists. MacDon.com
KAP is urging the provincial government to introduce programs for 
the establishment of biodiesel processing facilities in the province.
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“THIS IS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE — why 
haven’t I heard about this?”

It’s a common refrain that Karley Mid-
dleton hears from Manitoba farmers as 
she walks them through the sign-up 
process for KAP’s Private Health Services 
Plan. The program, which was intro-
duced in 2009, is gaining in popularity as 
more and more members experience it 
for themselves and then recommend it 
to their friends and neighbours.  

Middleton, a wellness consultant with 
HUB International STRATA Benefits 
Consulting, says the most common 

misconception about the PHSP is that 
it’s a traditional insurance product, with 
coverage and premiums. In actuality, 
the program is a way for KAP members 
to use their businesses to reimburse 
themselves and their employees tax-
free for eligible medical expenses, then 
deduct 100 per cent of that reimburse-
ment from their business income.   

“If you want to reimburse yourself or 
your employees for personal medical 
expenses without using a PHSP, you 
need to make sure that the cash reim-
bursement includes the amount of 

income tax that you or your employee 
will be charged for that extra money 
coming in,” Middleton explains. 

“If you use a PHSP, however, it’s 
much simpler. First, employees submit 
their eligible medical expenses up to 
their annual claims limit. Then employ-
ers submit company funds in the 
amount of the claim and the PHSP 
administration fee. Employees receive a 
tax-free reimbursement of their 
expenses and the farm employer writes 
off the whole reimbursement, including 
the administration fee.”

KAP’s Private Health Services Plan  
offers a unique opportunity  
to farm business owners
By Jacquie NicholsoN, KaP’s memBer serVices co-orDiNaTor

MEMBER BENEFITS



Middleton adds that the eligible 
expense requirements for the PHSP are 
usually much more flexible than those 
for traditional insurance programs and 
can include items not covered or only 
partially covered by insurance. Every-
thing from massage therapy to ortho-
dontics to insulin is eligible under the 
program, and Middleton advises that 
interested parties contact KAP or HUB 
STRATA for a complete list. 

The PHSP also covers premiums for 
other health care plans, so it can be 
used along with any group or individual 
health and dental plan — such as 
KAP’s CORE Plan — if you want to be 
able to write off the premiums.

“You can also use it for expenses 
that are only partially covered,” Mid-
dleton says. “So, for example, if your 
dental plan only covers 80 per cent, 
you can submit the remaining 20 per 
cent using the PHSP.” 

Not only that, but if you needed to 
travel more than 40 km to get to a 
medical appointment — often the case 
for rural people — you can claim your 
mileage as a medical expense, and if 
you had to travel more than 80 km, you 
can claim your meals and accommoda-
tions as well. 

“A basic guideline is, if you have any 
regularly occurring medical expenses 
and you’re consistently filing business 
income — that is, anything over $0 — 
then this should benefit you,” Middle-
ton says. 

The PHSP has a one-time set-up fee 
of $250 plus GST for KAP members, 
which will open the account in the 
name of the farm operation and add 
the first five employee participants. 
Additional participants are $22.50 
each. The only ongoing fee is the 10 per 
cent administration fee added to each 
claim submitted. 

“It’s important to remember that you 
don’t pay anything until you submit a 
claim,” Middleton adds. “So if you have 
a year where you don’t have any medical 
expenses, you pay nothing. Other than 
the one-time set-up, you only pay for it 
when you use it.”

Some plan details vary slightly 
depending on whether a member’s farm 

is incorporated or not, which can make 
the set-up a little more complex than 
other programs, but Middleton says she 
is available to guide KAP members 
through the process.

“KAP is our most active member of all 
of the organizations and businesses 
that use this plan,” she says. “I think 
the biggest reason for that is that KAP 
keeps their members informed of pro-

grams that benefit their farm busi-
nesses, plain and simple. KAP members 
recognize the value of a PHSP for any 
business, and as Manitobans we 
wouldn’t put our money into something 
if we didn’t!”

For more information about the 
PHSP, contact Karley Middleton at 
1-866-527-0123 or by email at phsp@
stratabenefits.ca.   MFV
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Dakota Gasification Company produces DakSul 45® ammonium 
sulfate and agricultural anhydrous ammonia.

The Great Plains Synfuels Plant near Beulah, ND, is owned by the region’s electric 
cooperatives. The same lignite coal that has provided reliable electricity for more 
than 30 years is now helping to further strengthen our rural economy by producing 
fertilizers that add value to agriculture, provide jobs, and support a clean environment.

For more information contact: Spencer Wagner 701-557-4422, 
Zach Jacobson 701-557-4409 or toll free at 888-342-3378 or at dgcmkt@bepc.com

1717 EAST INTERSTATE AVENUE
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58503
www.dakotagas.com

DakSul45 Ad 1-14.indd   1 1/21/2014   2:17:02 PM
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YOUNG FARMERS

EVERY MORNING SIMON ELLIS LEAVES 
his house and walks across the farm-
yard to a small office where he has cof-
fee and a chat about the coming day’s 
activities with his business partner — 
his father.

Simon, 28, and his dad run Black 
Creek Farm Ltd. near Wawanesa, an 
operation that also includes Ellis Seeds, 
which sells pedigreed seed. Both the 
farm and the seed business have been 
in the family for nearly a century, and 
now father and son are taking steps to 
make sure it will stay that way.

Simon and his wife Amanda are 

involved in an intergenerational transfer 
of the farm from Simon’s parents War-
ren and Karen. The older couple is among 
the growing number of producers pass-
ing family farms on to the next genera-
tion — a trend critical to ensuring the 
future of agriculture in Manitoba.

At 58, Warren is almost the same age 
as the average Canadian farmer. As the 
nation’s senior farming generation con-
tinues to age, the issue of farm succes-
sion becomes increasingly urgent. Who 
will become the next generation of agri-
cultural producers in Canada — the chil-
dren of farmers or someone else?

Understandably, parents often hope 
their offspring will take over the busi-
ness. But for that to happen, they need a 
plan. Unfortunately, attempts at farm 
succession sometimes fail because of a 
lack of planning and communication 
between family members. 

Often, the unspoken assumption is 
that “some day this will all be yours.” 
But nothing is done about it. Then, when 
a crisis strikes, such as a sudden death or 
illness, there’s no succession plan in 
place and everything is up in the air.

In Warren’s case, after his own father 
fell sick, he had to take over the farm 

The ellis 
family
Transferring the farm with 
honesty and openness

By Ron FRiesen
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Authorized Dealer

Call for complete line of Livestock Handling Equipment
Steel Sales or Custom Machine work

www.realindustries.com

wwoorrkkiinngg ffoorr
ffaarrmmeerrss ssiinnccee

11997744

Real Products, Real Quality, Real Prices...Get REAL!RR RRaatthhwweellll 888888--884488--66119966
MMaannnnvviillllee 778800--776633--22440000
BBoowwddeenn 440033--550077--11115566

eeaa ll IInndduuss tt rr ii ee ss LLttdd .. wwwwww..rreeaalliinndduussttrriieess..ccoomm

# 1 Hitch in America

Panels ~ Feeders
Bunks ~ Gates

Stationary Handling
Systems ~ Scales
Maternity Stations

33 yyeeaarr wwaarrrraannttyy33 yyeeaarr wwaarrrraannttyy

American made with 24/7 help desk

Ask about
Leasing Proudly

Canadian

Aerodynamic design for easy pulling

before it was actually transferred to him or it 
would have been gone. But Simon is fortu-
nate because he grew up in a family that 
talked openly and with a father who encour-
aged him to follow his own wishes.

“We try to be open and I think that open-
ness is extremely important in the whole 
business side of things. And emotionally,” 
says Simon.

To aid the process, the two families have 
hired a professional consulting firm special-
izing in succession planning. With the con-
sultants’ help, they conduct a financial anal-
ysis, align family members’ goals and 
expectations and try to come up with a viable 
plan to move forward.

It’s understood that Simon and Amanda 
will eventually own the farm and seed busi-
ness. Simon’s two younger sisters, Andrea 
and Megan, will inherit some form of assets 
from both the farm and their parents’ will. 
Everyone agrees the distribution is fair 
because Simon is taking over the farm, not 
the sisters. But Andrea and Megan have one 
condition.

“They want to drive a tractor,” Simon 
laughs. “That was their stipulation.”

A fourth generation farmer, Simon 
describes the transition as a partnership in 
which he and Amanda become increasingly 
involved in decision-making as they assume 
greater duties. They became part owners in 
the farm when it was incorporated, and War-
ren and Karen will gradually transfer their 
shares to them. Essentially, the parents are 
selling the farm to their son and daughter-
in-law.

But how to pay for it? That’s the issue both 
sides are currently dealing with. Simon » 
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KAP members have access to preferred group 
rates on landline and cellular long distance 
through West Can Telecommunications. The 
monthly access fee of $1.25 covers an unlimited 
number of phones per account.

Discounted international rates 
are available on landline and 
cell. For more information, call 
1-866-527-0123, ext. 4, or email 
info@westcangroup.ca.

Long Distance Savings
(Landline and Cellular)

Landline
3.5¢ per minute to 

anywhere in Canada 
and the U.S.

2.5¢ per minute for calls 
between plan members.

Cellular
5¢ per minute to 

anywhere in Canada 
and the U.S.

Available for all cell 
phones except pay-as-

you-go.

Toll-free
3.5¢ per minute from 
anywhere in Canada 

or the US (to landline or 
cell).

acknowledges farmland around Wawa-
nesa is expensive and valued between 
$2,000 and $3,000 an acre. He hopes 
earnings from the farm and seed busi-
ness may create enough revenue to 
complete the transfer without having to 
take out a loan. If not, they may have to 
consider credit from farm lenders such 
as FCC and MASC.

“We’re going to try it out of cash flow 
revenue,” says Simon. “That is the hope 
but I should be able to take out a loan if 
the need arises. That’s what we’re trying 
to avoid. If we can make the farm profit-
able and have enough retained earnings 
to buy out the retiring generation, that’s 
the ultimate goal.”

Two years ago, Simon and Warren set 
a 10-year goal for a complete farm own-
ership takeover, but Simon says with 
luck it might be less than that. 

It’s been a long journey for the farm 
since Simon’s great-grandfather Ernest 
Ellis homesteaded it. Currently the 
family farms 1,500 acres, 250 of them 

rented. They grow mainly wheat, soy-
beans, barley, oats, flax and canola on a 
four-to-six-year rotation, and add 
value to their crops by selling them as 
pedigreed seed.

The family tried corn last year but 
decided the investment in equipment 
and infrastructure would be too great to 
grow the crop commercially. They are 
growing canary seed for the first time 
this year and may grow lentils in the 
future.

Simon says he always wanted to be a 
farmer, although it took a while to 
happen. Following a stint in university, 
he worked as a welder, came back to 
the farm a few years later and then 
travelled to Australia to work there for 
several months. That’s where he says 
his passion for agriculture “really got 
fired up.”

“It showed me how tight-knit a com-
munity agriculture really is. Whether 
you’re in Canada or Australia, it’s farm-
ing, it’s a community. We all speak the 

same language and have the same prob-
lems, goals and successes. That’s what 
really excited me about it.”

Simon’s passion for agriculture also 
extends to involvement in farm organi-
zations. Currently, he is on the KAP 
executive as a representative for District 
7 and sits on the Grains and Oilseeds 
Committee. He also co-chairs KAP’s 
Young Farmers Committee along with 
Justin Jenner, who is one of KAP’s two 
vice-presidents. Simon describes his 
experience with the Young Farmers 
Committee as “a blast.”

“It’s such a great group of people. 
They’re all innovators in their busi-
nesses. When you meet with them, 
you leave the policy table with all 
these ideas you can bring back to your 
farm, and all these great contacts you 
can call and ask for their opinions on 
various topics.”

Simon also has high praise for KAP 
itself, which he considers effective in 
dealing with government and heading 
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“Straight Cut”

 “More Wheat...Less Shatter”
AC CARDALE

Trusted
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� Consistent Yields & Protein
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We appreciate your business and wish 

you success this coming year.

For a Seed Depot dealer near
you visit seeddepot.ca
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off problems for farmers before they get 
out of control.

“They’re very fast-acting, KAP is. We 
have farmers from all across the prov-
ince sitting on the board. They can spot a 
problem that’s arising and bring it for-
ward to the general board and all the 
executive members, and we can come up 
with plans of action very quickly.”

Simon remains hopeful about the 
success of the farm ownership transfer, 
but he is also realistic. Because the farm 

produces only crops, weather and eco-
nomics will determine if the transfer 
goes smoothly or not. Simon knows 
from his father’s experience how the 
farm had to struggle during the 1980s 
with dry years, high interest rates and 
double-digit inflation.

“If we run into a lot of years in a row of 
awful conditions, that can certainly 
throw a wrench into things. Dad may not 
be able to retire as quickly as possible. 
But having a diversified operation can 

certainly weather some of the storms 
and help us out.

“We plan for the worst and hope for 
the best in our operation, and so far it’s 
been working well.”

There’s another thing to look forward 
to, as well. That’s Lincoln, Simon’s and 
Amanda’s baby boy born on June 13 and 
“growing like crazy.” Will Lincoln 
become a fifth generation farmer on 
Black Creek Farm?

“I can hope,” Simon chuckles.   MFV

Simon Ellis and his dad, Warren, hope to have the farm transfer completed in 10 years, as Simon and his wife, Amanda,  
gradually buy out Warren and his wife, Karen. With luck, that may happen sooner.
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IN THE NEWS

IT’S NO SECRET LAND PRICES in Manitoba are continuing to 
soar. Not only does this raise concerns for those in the industry, 
but it’s creating enormous challenges for the next generation of 
farmers wanting to buy land.

According to KAP president Dan Mazier, access to land is one 
of the most significant challenges for young and beginning 
farmers that he talks to.

“We really need the next generation of farmers to be taking 
over, but the model that’s existed in the past — where land 
acquisition is one of the largest investments that a farmer 
makes and then builds equity in their operation — is becoming 
more and more challenging,” he said.  

According to Mazier, a mix of high commodity prices, foreign 
and large institutional investors setting their sights on acquir-
ing farmland in this and other provinces, and low interest rates 
have combined to create the a situation where younger farmers 
are squeezed out, leaving many in the agriculture industry con-
cerned.

Mazier said young farmers don’t have the equity, asset base 
or leverage to take out additional loans, and therefore can’t 
necessarily compete with established operations. Farms with 
more equity are able to bid higher than what the conventional 
commodity-based pricing mechanism would dictate.

That’s why Farm Appraisals — What Are the Variables?, a pre-
sentation by the Manitoba appraisal firm Red River Group, may 
hold vital considerations for buyers and sellers alike as it 
expands on the conventional commodity-based pricing system 
traditionally used in farmland evaluations. 

While an appraisal framework doesn’t necessarily make it 
any easier for young people to acquire land, it helps inform 
some of the debate and discussion on whether or not there’s a 
need for some type of monitoring or oversight on this issue, 
Mazier explained.

“We need to approach the issue of farm prices by being well-
informed, and that’s the value of this presentation,” he added.

The presentation, which was originally presented to the 
Association of Assessing Officers of Manitoba, will be presented 
at KAP’s General Council meeting in late October by Red River 
Group president Gordon Daman. Meanwhile, Daman discussed 
some of the information in the report.

Among the variables driving farmland values up is assem-
blage, or the potential to acquire adjacent or surrounding acres 
of land in an effort to keep expanding the farm, he said. 

“Farmers are trying to assemble more acres in order to derive 
greater productivity,” said Daman. “Because there are shrink-
ing margins in regards to per-acre value, they simply need more 
acres.”

In order to secure particular land, farmers are willing to pay 
an above-market-value price — which then raises the bar and 
becomes the new price everyone expects to pay.

“Once those retired farmers sell that land — with the 
assumption that their children will not take over the farm — I 
suspect the influence of assemblage will diminish as there 
won’t be that drive to increase to a larger size if succession is not 
a factor,” said Daman.

Rented acres are another component to increased land evalu-
ations. 

“When farmers have 10,000 acres and are renting 3,000 
acres, they’ve built their farm up on the total, not on the 7,000 
acres they own. If they are renting and the landlord decides to 
sell, they want to maintain the same land base, and so they then 
bump their bid price up,” Daman explained.

But because farmers need the land to maintain farm efficien-
cies, they can justify paying more than the current market 
value, said Daman.

“Most farmers know that the land would only be worth, say 
$3,000 an acre, but they are willing to pay $4,000 an acre 
because they need that land,” he explained. “If farmers already 
own 7,000 acres that they purchased for $1,500 an acre, they 
still know their cost per acre is less than the $3,000 market 
value in total for their current and newly acquired land,” he 
explained. “They’re cost averaging.”

Other factors for increasing land values include a desire for 
higher classed land which allows for spread acres and greater 
productivity, how many farms there are in the area (increasing 
the potential for assemblage), and current interest rates. 

Farmland prices: what’s behind them?
Report provides insight for debate surrounding land pricing 

by Jill Winzoski

A mix of high commodity prices, foreign and large institutional 
investors setting their sights on acquiring farmland in this and other 
provinces, and low interest rates have combined to drive  
land prices up and squeeze young farmers out.
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Don’t leave 
the potential 

for a 
family feud.

Learn from the experts:
• Problems if you cash rent

• Tax implications of gifting the farm

• How to maximize your Old Age Security

• Tax effective transfer of the farm

• Solutions for non-farming children

call for a free consultation
1.866.527.0123

KAP Farm Estate Planning

THE WEALTH PLANNING GROUP
WPG

“The lower the interest rate, the more opportunity there is 
for that interest and savings to be recapitalized into land value,” 
said Daman.

“A low interest rate sounds great for borrowers, but in many 
ways, it simply gets recapitalized into the land value. People can 
pay more for the land now because the interest rate is lower,” 
he explained. 

Daman noted that conversely, higher interest rates could 
result in some contraction of farmland values — resulting in 
foreclosures as happened during the 1980s.

Zoning can also have a significant effect on farm values. Local 
government influence can impact whether land uses change or 
grow, which can have an adverse impact on land values should 
traditional farm use be restricted.

For example, Manitoba Conservation regulates that there 
must be enough acreage to allow for manure spread. These 
phosphorus-loading rules may negatively impact land values 
if the land is already phosphorus rich, and spreading require-
ments cannot be met. Alternatively this can create upward 
price pressure on farmland parcels that have phosphorous-
loading capacity. 

“One of the major changes that I have been seeing over the 
last 10 years is that regulatory changes are absolutely affecting 
land value components,” said Daman.

Despite the pressure to compete in today’s market, there are 
young farmers still taking on the challenge, and 28-year-old 
Simon Ellis is a good example. He’s not only finding ways to add 
value to the 1,500 acres he farms near Wawanesa, but is hoping to 
find innovative ways to acquire more land without a lot of capital.

Over the past five years, Ellis has been growing primary 
crops, but is also taking on seed and specialty contracts like glu-
ten-free crops. 

“There’s a lot of specialty or niche markets available out there 
to help boost value to the crop that you’re growing,” he said.

Ellis is also hoping to partner with a retiring farmer to create a 
kind of “legacy program.”

“If we can work with the generation that is selling that land, 
maybe we can find a price that is lower while maintaining value 
for them,” he said.

A legacy program would include erecting corner stones or sig-

nage marking the retired generation’s farm — which Ellis 
believes would add value to that farm.

“There are a number of farmers retiring who don’t have 
children to take over the farm, or who don’t have family who 
would be interested in it at all. They’re leaving the farm and 
the community, and after they go there won’t be anybody to 
remember that farm as theirs, or to tell stories about them,” 
explained Ellis.

“It’s important to remember and cherish that land because 
there is history there, and they were builders of the commu-
nity.”

While Ellis hasn’t yet had the opportunity to pitch his idea to 
any farmers in the area, he isn’t expecting any price breaks 
from the government in the meantime.

“I don’t believe in breaks in this case,” said Ellis. “As long 
as [buyers] are local and are going to farm [the land], they can 
pay whatever they want, because that’s free trade in the open 
market.”

But big investment companies buying up land without the 
intention of farming it is where Ellis takes issue.

“I don’t like when big investment companies come in buy 
land that they aren’t actually going to farm,” said Ellis. “That’s 
not benefiting the soil or Manitobans or Canadians.”   MFV

Be sure to check the KAP website (kap.mb.ca) for the date 
of the fall General Council meeting so you can hear  
Gordon Daman in person.

“�When�farmers�have�10,000�acres�
and�are�renting�3,000�acres,�
they’ve�built�their�farm�up�on�the�
total,�not�on�the�7,000�acres�they�
own.�If�they�are�renting�and�the�
landlord�decides�to�sell,�they�want�
to�ensure�they�get�it,�and�so�they�
then�bump�the�price�up”



SINCE 2004, OVER 6,000 PRODUCERS have participated and 
completed environmental farm plans (EFPs) in Manitoba, 
assessing over 9.3 million acres of land.

So what’s the attraction? 
First, an EFP benefits the farm, making it more sustainable 

through the implementation of beneficial management prac-
tices (BMPs). Second, it provides value to society by protecting 
the natural resources that everyone shares. And third, it shows 
the non-farming public that farmers are doing their part to 
protect our environment.

So how does the EFP program work? According to Alanna 
Gray, Keystone Agricultural Producer’s policy analyst who has 
worked with the EFP program for several years, it’s a fairly easy 
process where a farmer first enrolls in an EFP workshop put on 
by Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development. These 
workshops are held regularly, and are listed on the EFP website, 
as well as advertised in farm and social media. 

At the workshop, the producer will receive a take-home 
workbook, which once completed becomes his/her environ-
mental farm plan, identifying BMPs that can be undertaken on 
the farm. The farmer then contacts a reviewer provided by KAP. 

Once the review is done, KAP issues a statement of comple-
tion — and it’s this statement that allows the producer to apply 
for funding offered by the federal and provincial governments 

to implement select beneficial management practices. How-
ever, many producers implement non-funded BMPs without 
ever receiving a dime.

Wanda McFadyen was the executive director of the Farm 
Stewardship Association of Manitoba when EFPs first crossed 
the province’s bow in 2003, and her group was responsible for 
developing the review process that is still utilized today. McFa-
dyen says the EFP has always found a soft spot in the hearts of 
environmentally-minded producers.

“In a confidential random survey with producers who partic-
ipated in the process, 80 per cent indicated they had imple-
mented or were implementing changes on farm without any 
financial assistance from government,” says McFadyen. While 
cost-shared government funding certainly helped offset costs 
to implement changes, producers heavily invested their own 
resources into environmental upgrades to their operation.

Lorne Rossnagel, a forage and cattle producer who farms 
with his wife Debbie on the family homestead near Plumas, is 
one of the people KAP hires to review EFPs. The Rossnagels 
have also completed an EFP for their own farm. 

“I am always amazed at the amount of work done and money 
spent by farmers on projects that have no [immediate] finan-
cial benefit to their own farm operations,” says Rossnagel. 

“You find me one other segment of society that would 
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The province’s focus for fundable BMPs has been on water quality, but KAP is working to get other BMPs added.

Environmental farm plans  
demonstrate agriculture’s  
commitment to the environment
By Duncan Morrison



spend $5,000 out of their own pocket fencing a riparian area 
that has zero financial gain for them. Yet, they do it because 
they see the benefit for the environment and water quality, 
and they bear the cost on themselves. That has always 
impressed me.”

“No farm is too large or too small to undertake an EFP; size 
doesn’t matter,” says Rossnagel. “The smaller acreages can 
utilize BMPs around areas such as shelterbelts and river bank 
erosion. When these smaller acreages are in the mix with the 
larger operations, it all adds up across the province.”

Rossnagel says his role as reviewer is to serve as an extra set of 
external eyes to help producers as they go through the EFP work-
book and to make sure they are doing what is needed, and that 
they understand why they are doing it. Over the years, he says the 
most common thing among all the producers he deals with is 
their almost uniform tendency to undervalue their actions.

“Most people are harder on themselves than they should 
be,” he explains. “They constantly rank themselves lower than 
they should be. The workbook is about their property and the 
reviewers are the only other ones that see the workbook. Yet 
people consistently mark themselves lower than their perfor-
mance deserves.”

Gray notes that when it comes to funding, the provincial 
government’s focus has been on water quality. 

“In fact, since 2013, the majority of funding in the province for 
BMPs has been water-related, and for the most part aimed at 
livestock producers,” says Gray. “We at KAP have been working 
hard to find a BMP that would provide incentives and funding for 
crop producers.”

That work has appeared to pay off when both federal and 
Manitoba agriculture ministers recently got together to 
announce funding for a BMP that will help producers put into 
place more environmentally-friendly fuel storage. Eligible 
farmers will receive up to 30 per cent of the cost of installing 
new double-walled, on-farm fuel storage systems, to a maxi-
mum of $5,000 — on a first-come-first-served basis. 

These systems will help reduce the risk of soil or water con-
tamination from older units, and will help farmers and agri-
businesses better protect the environment. 

Manitoba Agriculture, Food and Rural Development Minister 

Ron Kostyshyn is no stranger to EFPs; his cattle operation 
served as a pilot project for BMPs on rotational feeding stations 
and minimizing manure concentrations in corrals in 1997. He 
also served as a member of the Inter-Mountain Conservation 
District Association, and knows first-hand the value of a 
healthy farm.

“Regardless of what sector that ag producers are in, there’s 
always room for improvement with our environmental foot-
print,” says Kostyshyn. “I have met with a number of producer 
and commodity groups, and I value the opportunity to speak 
with them to look for a solution to the problem that has been 
identified. We all play a role in the environment.”   MFV
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To produce Canada Grade A coverage and claims service.
From acreages to hobby farms and full-scale agri-food businesses, 
Canadian farm families look to Portage Mutual for the best in agricultural 
property insurance. Ask your broker about the Agricultural Pro from 
Portage Mutual.

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  A u t o m o b i l e ,  &  F a r m www.portagemutual.com

125 years. 15,000 farms. One promise.

Lorne Rossnagel, an EFP reviewer and holder of his own EFP, utilizes 
beneficial management practices on his forage and cattle farm.

MORE infORMatiOn

For information on EFPs, google “Environmental farm 
Plan Manitoba,” or call the KAP office at 204-697-1140. 

For information on BMP funding, google  
“Growing assurance Manitoba.”
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COMMUNITY

BEING STRANDED ON AN ISLAND hun-
dreds of miles from a combine in the 
middle of harvest sounds like every 
farmer’s worst nightmare, but it’s 
something Colin Penner voluntarily 
signed up to do this fall.

The Elm Creek-area grain and oil-
seeds producer received a call earlier this 
year from STARS air ambulance, a non-
profit organization that provides service 
to rural and remote areas of the prairies.

It was recruiting participants for a 
Manitoba fundraiser called STARS Res-
cue on the Island, which is just what it 
sounds like: participants are flown by 
helicopter to an island somewhere in the 
Manitoba wilderness, and left there until 
they can be “rescued” by donations from 
their friends, colleagues, and sponsors.

Colin was hesitant at first. On the one 
hand, he knew it was an incredibly 
important cause and he was honoured to 
be asked. On the other, the event was to 

be held September 15, right when he’d 
normally be harvesting his canola and 
starting to seed winter wheat. He talked 
it over with his family and, after receiv-
ing assurances from his brother and a 
friend from town that he’d have extra 
help, he decided to go for it.

“I hope to never require the use of 
STARS, but thinking about what I do for 
work and in my spare time, a lot of it puts 
me in remote places that typically an 
ambulance wouldn’t be able to get to,” 
Colin says.

“It’s such an important service. I have 
a neighbour who had a pretty big scare 
this winter and the ambulance took 
three hours to get him to the hospital. I 
think if STARS would have been there, it 
would have been a fraction of that.” 

In the lead-up to the event, Colin has 
reached out to over 1,000 friends, farm 
organizations, and agribusinesses, as 
well as to contacts at the University of 

Manitoba where he works during the 
winter as a farm management instruc-
tor. He needs to raise $50,000 to secure 
his freedom from the island — a location 
that will remain a mystery up until the 
point that he and his six fellow fundrais-
ers land on it.

“All they’ve really told us is, ‘Bring 
good footwear.’ They haven’t told us 
where we’re going,” Colin says. “In past 
years they’ve been on a sandy beach, and 
they’ve been on a rocky island some-
where in the Whiteshell. They’re going to 
fly us out to the island and then they’ll 
have us do different challenges over the 
course of the day.” 

The challenges, he says, could be survi-
vor-style self-preservation efforts, like 
building a shelter. Or they could be related 
to raising awareness about the work that 
STARS does. 

“A month or so ago they had us out at 
the STARS rescue base practicing intubat-

Elm Creek farmer Colin Penner has the support of his wife, Lori, and children Wren and Annalise, along with friends, neighbours,  
colleagues and others in the ag industry as he attempts to raise $50,000 in support of STARS air ambulance. 

Altruism is alive and well –  
and living in the farm community
By Jacquie NicholsoN



ing a dummy — that’s sticking a hose 
into the lungs of the dummy — and it’s 
one of the most common things they do 
when they first get to a scene, to ensure a 
clear breathing passage.”

“They’ve been pretty hush-hush about 
what we’ll be doing, so I’m nervous about 
that, but it’s the good kind of nervous. I 
know from people who have done it in the 
past that it’s a phenomenal time and 
we’ll have a lot of fun doing it.”

Colin says the generous response so far 
from the agricultural community doesn’t 
surprise him. Rural people — and maybe 
farmers especially — have a tendency 
toward generosity and feel a sense of duty 
toward their communities.

“You look at any small town, and no 
one person can do it all,” he says. 
“You’ve got the volunteer fire depart-
ment, you’ve got the hockey rink. All of 
these things that wouldn’t exist if not for 
farmers taking time out of their sched-
ules to help out.”

Colin isn’t the only KAP member who 
spent time this growing season putting 
others before himself. Jurgen Kohler, a 
grain and forage producer near 
Brunkild, earned some attention in the 
media this summer for his initiative to 
get hay to drought-stricken Alberta 
ranchers.

Several counties in that province had 
declared states of agricultural disaster 
due to the drought. In the meantime, 
Jurgen was working in ideal conditions 
with plenty of moisture and an abun-
dant forage crop. In fact, come July he 
found himself with dozens more round 
bales than usual. Because of the moist 
conditions, hay he normally reserves for 
small square bales went instead to 
round bales for the cattle market.

It was actually his wife Diane who had 
the idea to donate the excess hay to their 
struggling western neighbours. She had 

lived in Alberta for a time and was paying 
attention to the drought crisis happen-
ing throughout the province. Hay prices 
were climbing to $250 a bale and many 
ranchers were facing the prospect of 
selling off their herds.

“I can’t imagine the situation they’re 
in, the land parched and the pastures 
withering away, the cereal crops very 
thin stands, and just nothing you can do 
about it,” Jurgen says.

Jurgen and Diane decided to donate 
100 bales to Alberta producers. They 
knew that transportation of the bales 
would be the biggest hurdle, but once 
their offer was featured in local news 
media, Winnipeg-based EMF Nutrition 
came forward, as did Roseneau Transport 
from Edmonton. Others also stepped up 
to donate hay, including producers in 
Dufrost and Whitemouth.

Diane combed through emails from 
Albertan cattle producers requesting hay, 
and chose recipients based on need.

“The only criteria we have is we want 
them to go to the areas that are the 
hardest hit, and also to the smaller 
family farms,” Jurgen explains. 
“Because we don’t have a huge volume 
of bales, we want to send them to the 
farms where they can make the biggest 
difference.”

The first shipment of 23 bales went 
out in late July to a 23-head beef cattle 
operation in Sundre, Alberta. The family 
was looking at thousands of dollars in 
extra feed costs and were considering 
selling off some of their cattle — but 
thanks to the donated hay they were 
able to hold onto their herd and keep 
their kids in 4-H for the year.

Jurgen says he and his wife are 
delighted to have been able to make a 
difference. The producers who receive 
their hay may be strangers to them, but 
all farmers share a certain camaraderie 
that makes them apt to support one 
another in difficult times.         

“As farmers, we all share that com-
monality of being at the mercy of 
Mother Nature and having to work with 
that, and we understand how others can 
be impacted and what it must feel like,” 
Jurgen says. “There might be a time 
when I’m going to be in a deficit situa-
tion and looking desperately for help.”

Colin Penner agrees, adding that the 
willingness to help is part of what miti-
gates some of the risk in an often 
unpredictable occupation like farming.

“This spring we started putting our 
soybeans in and it was getting close to 
the crop insurance deadline. A few 
neighbours phoned and said, ‘Hey, 
we’re done. Do you want some help?’ 
The day before the deadline I think we 
had five tractors in one field.

“We’ve done it too. A neighbour 
down the road passed away and his 
widow had all the crop out in the field, 
so we went and helped get his equip-
ment out there, and other neighbours 
came out and we combined a half sec-
tion in about a half a day.”

“Someone has a kid, or someone has 
surgery, and people will offer to come 
and drop off meals or watch the other 
kids. It’s pretty phenomenal, people’s 
willingness to help each other out.”   MFV
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TO CONTRIBUTE AND TO DONATE 
To contribute to colin Penner’s rescue on the island fundraiser, you can donate at 
https://foundation.stars.ca/colin. You can also email him at colin.penner@umanitoba.
ca or call him at (204) 751-0199. Donations will be accepted until september 30.

if you have hay you would like to donate to alberta ranchers, you can get in touch 
with Jurgen Kohler at jurgen.kohler84@gmail.com.

Colin isn’t the only 
KAP member who 
spent time this 
growing season 
putting others before 
himself. Jurgen 
Kohler, a grain and 
forage producer near 
Brunkild, earned some 
attention in the media 
this summer for his 
initiative to get hay 
to drought-stricken 
Alberta ranchers
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AG AWARENESS

IN CROP CYCLE, THE GAME OF competitive farming, it’s every 
farmer for himself — and the elements against all.

Not only are heavy rains, insidious fungi, ravenous birds and 
genetic mutations among the catastrophic events that can 
obliterate your crop — it’s your fellow farmer who can destroy 
all you’ve reaped with the drop of a card.

In May of 2014, Winnipegger Trevor Lehmann decided he 
would push forward with a project he always wanted to do — 
invent a riveting game that captured both the “ecstasy and 
frustration” intrinsic to farming.

“Although I’m not a farmer myself, I wanted to make some-
thing as a tribute to farming and agriculture in Manitoba,” said 
25-year-old Lehmann, a former high-school teacher who cur-
rently works as an international student adviser for the Uni-
versity of Manitoba. “Everybody out there has a book these 
days, I wanted to make something different.”

Lehmann’s grandparents were lifelong farmers near Portage 
la Prairie and his uncle was a farmer at Westbourne. These 
roots influenced the young entrepreneur to gather the neces-
sary elements to create a fast-paced agricultural game that can 
see crops come and go in one fell swoop.

“I now get why my grandpa was always obsessed about the 
weather,” joked Lehmann.

Another impetus for creating the game came to Lehmann 
during his stint teaching a Grade 10 agriculture unit. He said he 
found that task challenging, as teaching resources for the 
course were somewhat scarce. Lehmann thought using a com-
petitive game might be more effective for organic learning.

“I tried to avoid creating a traditional educational game, 
because it kind of becomes a variation on trivial pursuit,” he 
explained.

That’s why Crop Cycle introduces people to the risks and 
variables of farming, which Lehmann said might generate 
more interest among people who aren’t planning to take over 
the family farm. 

While the game had successful test runs among Grade 10 
students, Crop Cycle got a real stamp of approval when he 
played a few rounds with actual farmers.

“Some of them really got into it,” he explained. “They said, 
‘This feels exactly like what I do.’ It was great. For me, it was 
like, ‘this is the acid test.’” 

How the game works: There are three types of crop cards — 
grassy, broad leaf, and fruit/vegetables — and a number of 
“event” cards representing Mother Nature at its best or worst. 

“Mostly at its worst, because that is what makes an interest-
ing game,” said Lehmann.

Each player draws five cards, and plays a crop and optional 
event card according to the season. To prevent one’s oppo-
nent from harvesting a crop such as flax, raspberries or fall 
rye, an event card like aphids or erosion can be played. The 
“farmer’s fortune” can reverse an event card, while some 
event cards like “crop rotation” or “bees” can earn a player 
more points. 

A successfully harvested crop earns points and whoever wins 
five points first wins the game.

The game can be played with two players but for optimum 
enjoyment should be played with four or five, said Lehmann.

Trevor Lehmann, inventor of the board game Crop Cycle, is targeting 
farmers and non-farmers alike. The game is both a tribute to 
agriculture and an educational tool to teach people about farming.

Crop Cycle farm game a tribute  
to agriculture in Manitoba
By Jill Winzoski
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“I wanted this to be something you could shove in your 
pocket and play in less than a lunch hour,” he said. “Something 
that you could play in 15 minutes with two people, and about 45 
minutes with five.”

To cover some of the start-up costs, Lehmann used the online 
crowd-funding platform Kickstarter. This method allows the 
creator of a project to pitch his or her idea to a large number of 
potential online investors, who can then donate relatively small 
pledges to help the project off the ground. The catch is: if the 
initial funding goal isn’t met, none of the funds are transferred 
to the project’s creator.

Although Lehmann’s first Kickstarter attempt last October 
didn’t reach its goal, his second campaign did surpass its 
$6,700 target with the help of 227 backers — garnering him a 
crash course in promotions and marketing.

“I consider it my own little version of a graduate studies 
degree. It’s been one year of making a game, hiring a 
designer, doing my own research and marketing — and now 
we’re dealing with manufacturing and shipping and retail,” 
Lehmann said.

He’s hoping the game — which will retail for about $25 —
will be available in January. To pre-order a copy of the game, 
email Lehmann directly at convergent.games@gmail.com.

For more information, follow Lehmann’s Kickstarter page at 
www.kickstarter.com/projects/1776342422/crop-cycle-2015.   MFV 
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POLITICS

THE FEDERAL ELECTION IS JUST A FEW 
weeks away and Manitoba farmers should 
be listening carefully for what their can-
didates have to say about agriculture. KAP 
contacted the four major political parties 
and asked them to appoint a candidate to 
submit a short statement on their 
approach to agricultural policy. They used 
the following questions as a guide:

•  What do you think are the priority 
issues facing Canadian farmers 
today?

•  What issues are most important to 
farmers in your part of the country?

•  Can you talk about your approach, 
and that of the party you represent, 
as it pertains to agricultural issues?

•  How will you ensure that you are 
working on behalf of your farming 
constituents? 

Excerpts from each candidate’s state-
ment are below, appearing in alphabetical 
order by last name. You can view the full 
statements on our website at kap.mb.ca.
 

Terry Hayward
Liberal Party of Canada 

(Provencher)

“Over my 33 years of 
work with Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada 

I’ve had an opportunity to hear from 
producers across the country. From a 
business standpoint, they have told me 
that ensuring they have the production 
and marketing mechanisms and access 
to agricultural inputs (including those 
available to foreign competitors) is 
very important. 

“Liberals believe farmers facing 
financial hardship through no fault of 
their own should have available, bank-
able, predictable support to avoid finan-
cial catastrophe. With workable busi-
ness risk management tools, Liberals 
believe the security of our food produc-
tion system will be maintained. 

“Producers’ goals are to consistently 
supply domestic and foreign markets 
with quality food, fibre and bio-prod-
ucts. Canada’s agriculture sector is a 
critical part of our economy that has 
been overlooked by the Harper Conser-
vatives.”

“Canadian farmers, like the rest of us, 
have faced seven years of budget defi-
cits, stagnant incomes and rising debt. 
Provencher dairy and poultry producers 
are seeking assurance that the federal 
government will actively support and 
defend Canada’s supply management 
system. This is important to ensure the 
continued stable supply of reasonably 
priced products to meet Canadian con-
sumers’ needs.

“A Liberal government lead by Justin 
Trudeau would offer steadfast support 
for Canada’s supply management sys-
tem. The Harper Conservatives have 
threatened to dismantle this system 
through secretive negotiations of the 
Trans Pacific Partnership which is an 
experiment Canadian producers and 
consumers cannot afford.

“My approach is to listen, learn, dis-
cuss and act in the best interests of our 
agriculture sector. This means pushing 
for the continuation of a strong supply 
management system, an adequate dis-
tribution network for agricultural prod-
ucts and support to ensure producers 
can continue to supply high-quality 
product to the market. 

“It is disappointing to see the uncer-
tainty that the current Conservative 
government has generated in Canada’s 
agriculture sector. The dismantling of 
the Canadian Wheat Board and threats 
to supply management are just two 
examples. My commitment is to work 
with producers to make sure their gov-
ernment is creating an environment for 
them to be successful in both domestic 
and international markets.” 

Larry Maguire 
Conservative Party of 

Canada  

(Brandon-Souris)

“One major issue that I 
am proud our Conserva-

tive government has tackled is sur-
rounding the volume of grain and other 
agricultural products moved by rail. In 
2014, we took the major step of passing 
the Fair Rail for Grain Farmers Act, man-
dating the volume requirements for 
grain, and it resulted in improved grain 
exports last year.  

“Now that we have had success in rec-
tifying some of the long-standing issues 
surrounding rail transport, the next step 
is expanding market access for Canadian 
agriculture products. Since 2006, our 
Conservative government has signed 39 
free trade agreements, bringing the total 
up to 44. 

“Many farmers are also concerned with 
the Liberal and NDP plans to impose a 
job-killing carbon tax that will raise the 
price of everything. They [farmers] are 
also upset with Liberal and NDP high tax 
agendas and their plans to spend billions 
of dollars that we don’t have. I cannot be 
more clear: Now is not the time to raise 
taxes on farm families and to implement 
risky economic theories.

“In Westman, flooding issues have 
obviously been top of mind for local 
farmers over the last few years. That 
said, I am proud of our Conservative gov-
ernment’s investment in the National 
Disaster Mitigation Program, which is 
specifically focused on flooding and will 
help to mitigate it in the long term. 

“If re-elected, I will continue to advo-
cate for further investments to limit the 
effects of future overland flooding and 
to champion the Assiniboine River Basin 
Initiative. I will also continue to work 
alongside farmers and stakeholders to 
make the necessary reforms to our busi-

Federal election candidates  
weigh in on farm policy



ness risk management programs to 
ensure they respond to the chronic 
flooding our region has faced.

“Because many of my fellow Conser-
vative caucus members come from rural 
backgrounds, our party understands the 
needs of farm families. We have worked 
hard to expand free trade and get our 
agricultural products to market. We 
have lowered personal and business 
taxes to ensure continued growth of the 
ag industry and we’ve made targeted 
investments into research and value add 
agriculture industries to create good, 
high paying jobs across the Prairies.” 

Pat Martin 
New Democratic Party of 

Canada (Winnipeg Centre)

“After 10 years of Ste-
phen Harper, family 
farms are struggling. 

Farm debt has skyrocketed to record 
highs each year, exceeding $84 billion in 
2014 — yet the agriculture minister says 
he is not concerned. Some 30,000 small 
and medium-sized family farms have 
folded under the Conservatives. On 
average, faming families are now turn-
ing to off-farm sources for 76 per cent of 
their income. 

“Here in Manitoba, farmers are strug-
gling to adapt after the sale of the Cana-
dian Wheat Board. They’re looking for 
assurance that we’ll maintain our 
world-renowned grain inspection infra-
structure. The Conservatives have also 
failed to efficiently transport grain to 
market from farms here in Manitoba.

“Farmers need public and affordable 
crop, livestock and farm insurance, and 
want to see risks and rewards through-
out the supply chain spread more fairly. 
They’re looking for investment in rural 
economies that foster community eco-
nomic development — by addressing 
challenges for existing enterprises and 
supporting viable business ventures 
that would re-localize food production 
and processing.”

“Tom Mulcair’s NDP will take con-
crete steps to nurture a thriving agricul-
tural sector. That starts with creating a 
national food strategy, expanding risk 
management programs, supporting new 

farmers, and working with farmers to fix 
the damage caused by the sale of the 
Wheat Board. 

“We’ll monitor and prevent corporate, 
anti-competitive behaviour and monop-
olistic practices in the agri-business 
supply sector. We’ll support the devel-
opment of new seed varieties that pro-
vide direct economic benefits to farmers. 
We’ll develop a variety registration sys-
tem that ensures that seed meets farm-
ers’ needs for quality, reliability and 
agronomic performance under local 
conditions. And we’ll ensure economic 
costs and benefits are factored into new 
regulatory approvals for GM seeds.

“Broadly, we recognize the need to 
invest in rural economies, maintain 
world-renowned grain inspection infra-
structure, ensure farming remains prof-
itable for producers, promote best prac-
tices to reduce input costs, and protect 
farmers’ right to save and condition seed 
for their own use.

“We’ll also ensure trade negotiations 
secure real and meaningful market 
access for Canadian exporters while 
protecting the supply-managed agricul-
tural sectors — and provide better sup-
ports for agricultural exporters to access 
global markets, including through trade 
facilitation offices.”

Kate Storey 
Green Party of Canada 

(Dauphin-Swan  

River-Neepawa)

“Greens believe that 
democracy isn’t about 

winning an election every four years. It is 
about engaging with constituents, 
reaching out to the community and rep-
resenting those concerns to Parliament. 

“Green MPs listen to farmers and 
work to empower farm families. Greens 
invest in science to reduce farm input 
costs. We support producer run co-ops, 
create local processing jobs and invest in 
young farmers. Business risk manage-
ment programs can be improved to 
adapt to weather fluctuations.  

“Green MPs want to build consumer 
confidence in food grown in Canada, 
improving the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency to ensure real food safety and 

stopping Canadian production from 
being undercut by sub-standard food 
imports. A healthy environment and 
healthy agriculture are linked, and Greens 
will use federal dollars to help farm fami-
lies embrace the economic opportunities 
of the growing green economy.”   MFV
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To locate a Co-operators Agent 
near you, please consult the 
Yellow Pages or visit us at

www.cooperators.ca

CFA prepares requests 
for federal election
The canadian Federation of agriculture 
is canada’s national general farm 
organization representing over 200,000 
farm families from coast to coast. it has 
compiled recommendations and 
requests to make of federal electoral 
candidates on behalf of canadian 
farmers, covering business risk 
management, farm labour and trade.  

as a member organization of cFa,  
KaP was involved in creating these 
requests, which can be viewed on  
our website at kap.mb.ca.
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WE’VE   TALKED   A   LOT   ABOUT 
ownership  and  control  of  agricultural 
technology in the past five years. KAP 
members have had many long debates 
about  the  changes  to  the  Plant 
Breeders’  Rights  Act  and  the  need  to 
find  the  right  balance  between 
protecting  the  rights  of  farmers  to 
own,  control  and  have  access  to  (at  a 
reasonable price) the inputs necessary 
to their operations, versus encouraging 
private industry to invest in developing 
new varieties. 
The next  challenge  that we need  to 

be aware of and start considering may 
be even more controversial — the col-
lection  and  analysis  of  farm  data, 
something that is becoming more and 
more common.
Farm implements containing sensors 

and  monitors  that  record  production 
information,  drones  used  for  field 
scouting to collect valuable information 
during a growing season, and the use of 
satellite imagery are all becoming more 
widespread. You may use some of  this 
data  for  your  own  decision-making, 
which makes  it  powerful,  but  I  assure 
you, everyone you do business with also 
wants this information. 
No  sophisticated  company  in  the 

world  is  ignoring  the  importance  of 
large pools of aggregate data. Technol-
ogy  titans  like  Google  and  Facebook 
have built some of the largest compa-
nies in the world over incredibly short 
periods of time by collecting, process-
ing,  analysing  and  monetizing  infor-
mation from its users.
And  agri-business  is  no  different. 

You should fully expect to see everyone 
that does business with farmers trying 
to find some way to collect production 
data from you. Since we all know how 
much farmers hate filling out surveys, 
rest assured that these companies are 
going to try and find a way to automate 

the data collection — for your “conve-
nience,” of course.
There  can  be  significant  benefit  to 

farmers  from  this  advancement. 
Chemical  companies knowing exactly 
how their products perform over mil-
lions  of  acres  under  different  condi-
tions in a single season can help them 
to develop more effective crop protec-
tion systems. Or a  fertilizer company 
determining  exactly  how  effective  a 
nitrogen  inhibitor  is  could  be  a  boon 
for farmers. 

However,  there  is  downside  risk  to 
this  as  well.  For  example,  if  anyone 
can  accurately  project  crop  yield 
across  a  region  through  information 
collected  by  yield  monitors,  then  it 
could  place  your  local  elevator  in  an 
advantageous  situation when bidding 
on your grain. 
Farmers may decide that the benefits 

outweigh the risks and they will hand 
over  their  production  data  willingly, 
but what if you don’t have a choice? We 
might  assume  that  intellectual  prop-
erty  laws  protect  farmers  and  ensure 
that any data produced by a  farmer  is 
the  property  of  that  farmer,  but  this 
may not be the case. 
John Deere has already argued in the 

United  States  that  the Digital Millen-

nium Copyright Act grants them own-
ership over the software that operates 
your equipment. You own the iron, but 
you’re just leasing the brains behind it. 
If this argument holds up, then you as a 
farmer may not  have  the  right  to  tell 
your  combine  not  to  automatically 
transmit your harvest data straight  to 
Illinois. 
There are risks, too, of input provid-

ers  compelling  you  by  purchase  con-
tract  to  give  them  production  data  in 
the  same  way  that  your  seed-use 
agreements  legally  oblige  you  not  to 
save and reuse seed. 
The obvious question for KAP mem-

bers is what are we, as an organization, 
going to do about this  issue.  I can tell 
you that we’re going to start by work-
ing to understand the subject by part-
nering  with  some  bright  young  legal 
minds to provide background research, 
and  help  inform  our  policy-making 
process. 
KAP is partnering with Pro Bono Stu-

dents Canada, an organization that con-
nects  not-for-profit  groups  with  law 
students who, under the guidance of an 
experienced  lawyer,  will  help  research 
legal issues like this one. Robert Watch-
man of Pitblado Law, who presented at 
the 2015 KAP annual meeting, has gen-
erously agreed to help the law students 
working on our project. 
Once  we  have  the  background,  I 

expect that our members will consider 
the information thoughtfully and bring 
forward resolutions that articulate the 
problem and provide KAP with a solu-
tion we can advocate for. KAP’s great-
est strength has always been its policy-
making  process  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that, armed with the right information, 
we  can  address  this  complex  issue — 
and others like it — and find solutions 
that  protect  farmers  and  move  the 
industry forward.   MFV

GM’S MESSAGE

Safeguarding your farm’s data:
The next challenge after plant breeders’ rights
BY JAMES BATTERSHILL, KAP GENERAL MANAGER

We might assume 
that intellectual 
property laws 
protect farmers and 
ensure that any data 
produced by a farmer 
is the property of 
that farmer, but this 
may not be the case 
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THE ALL NEW

MAINTAINS HIGHEST CAPACITY
8’ HOSE LENGTH 42’ HOSE LENGTH

CORN 4500 Bu/Hr 3700 Bu/Hr

WHEAT 3900 Bu/Hr 3200 Bu/Hr

CAPACITY*

*Barometric pressure, humidity, and condition of product will a	ect capacity.
Due to continuous product development, speci�cations are subject to change without notice.

UNBEATABLE
HIGHEST CAPACITY

PRICE AND
PERFORMANCE!

UNBEATABLE
HIGHEST CAPACITY

PRICE AND
PERFORMANCE!

PRICED FULLY-EQUIPPED, READY TO WORK!

MSRP$24,900.00$24,900.00
PRICED FULLY-EQUIPPED, READY TO WORK!

Price includes PTO, Nozzle, 36′ of hose, and a bin clean-up package!
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