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or Kyle Foster, one oF the best 
things about farming is working with his 
dad who is a partner, a mentor and 

someone who has a wealth of history with the farm.
Kyle takes great delight in walking across the yard 

every morning for coffee with his father Ken and 
older brother Keith, something they have been 
doing since Kyle joined the family farm operation 17 
years ago. the three meet in Ken’s kitchen to discuss 
events for the day and get a jump on things that need 
doing.

 “every morning we start off the day and every-
body knows what direction they’re headed,” says 
Kyle “that morning meeting, when we’re drinking 
coffee at seven o’clock, that’s our shareholders’ 
meeting. And we do it every day.”

 this type of planning and communication are also 
key in the transition of farm ownership from 
parents to children that is now taking place on the 
Foster farm.  

“so far, so good,” said Kyle when asked how their 
transition plan is going. “We’re taking it piece by 
piece.”

 Kyle says having a transition plan is a huge factor 
in deciding the future of the family farm. he knows 
farm families that don’t have such a plan and are 
uncertain about how to proceed, especially when 
some children want to farm and others do not.

 “this way, all the siblings know about what’s 
going to happen.”

 Kyle, 38, and Keith, 43, are an example of younger 
producers carrying on the farming tradition. » 

Taking pride in  
farming — and in  
keeping the farm  
in the family

BY RON FRIESEN

F

Kyle farms with his brother Keith and dad Ken, and 
keenly appreciates the experience and knowledge of 
the farm his dad brings to the enterprise.
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The Foster farm northwest of Arborg has 
been in the family for 111 years and is one of 
several century farms in the Interlake region 
where agricultural history runs deep.

 Both boys were born and raised on the 
farm. Although Kyle worked at an equip-
ment dealership in Arborg for several years 
after high school, his heart was always in 
farming and he knew he would eventually 
return to it. In 1997, Kyle joined the family 
operation and bought out his Uncle Harold’s 
share; Harold had farmed with Ken.

 “I always wanted to work for myself,” Kyle 
says. “It’s a sense of pride, I think. You look at 
your crops, and when things go good, they 
can be really good. It’s a great way of life.”

 However, Kyle is quick to admit that 
when things go bad, they can be terrible. A 
prime example is the flooding which has 
plagued the Interlake for much of the past 
decade.

Kyle estimates their farm has had 
challenges with excessive moisture for six 
out of the last 10 years. There was a three-
year stretch when the Fosters harvested 
little or no crop because of wet conditions.

 But the last two years have been better. 
Crops have been good and they were looking 
promising again in August, when this article 
was written. Soybeans, which got off to a 
slow start, are back on track.

 The Fosters grow canola, wheat, 
soybeans and oats on the 5,000 acres they 
either own or rent — almost double the 
acres now than when they also had a hog 
finishing side to the farm. They got out of 
hogs about eight years ago, a decision that 
wasn’t difficult for the boys, but was 
harder on Ken, 69, who previously served 
as chair of the former provincial hog 
marketing board, now the Manitoba Pork 
Council. 

For Kyle, it was straightforward: “We 
weren’t making any money on it, so we 
decided enough was enough.”

Two years ago, like most Manitoba 
farmers, the Fosters experienced a major 
adjustment in marketing their crops after 
the removal of the Canadian Wheat Board’s 
sales monopoly. 

The family now spends more time on the 
phone talking to brokers and following 
market trends in a new environment where 
hedging and forward contracting are now 
part of their daily vocabulary. Sometimes 
they can get a dollar’s difference for a bushel 
of wheat by shopping around, but it requires 
work to do it.

“Is it better? I don’t know if it’s better. Is 
it different? It’s definitely different,” says 
Kyle.

 Besides growing crops, the Fosters 

COVER FEATURE  /  MEMBER PROFILE

The Fosters also farm elk, with a herd that generally is about 40 head.

You look 
at your 

crops, and 
when things go 
good, they can 
be really good.  
It’s a great  
way of life.”
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operate an ag retail business which focuses 
on selling chemical and seed, as well as 
custom application and agronomy consul-
tation. Kyle says they try to keep it separate 
from the farm so that one doesn’t end up 
subsidizing the other.

Between farming and running a business 
on the side, life can be very busy for the 
Fosters. That’s a problem when it comes to 
involvement in other activities. Kyle is a 
director for KAP’s District 10 and some-
times struggles to find time for meetings 
because of work demands.

 Despite the time pressures, Kyle is 
committed to KAP, perhaps because he 
watched his dad devote time and effort to 
the hog industry for years. As a result, Kyle 
says he came to believe in giving something 
back to the agriculture industry that 
provides his livelihood.

 He also believes KAP provides a strong, 
effective voice in speaking up for farmers 
on issues ranging from government  
regulations to local flooding.

Kyle is also active in his own community, 
where he’s involved with the curling club 
and where, he jokingly says, he pretends to 
be a competitive curler.

 At 38 and married to his wife Vanessa, 
Kyle is technically still a young farmer, 
although his experience belies his age. As 
with most young farmers, Kyle sees two 
major hurdles to becoming established: 
access to capital and the ability to source 
hired labour. Land values around Arborg 
can be as high as $2,000 an acre, and a new 
combine can run you up to half a million 
dollars, he says. 

But these are things that can be worked 
out. And that’s why the Fosters meet over 
coffee every morning to discuss present 
demands, deal with problems, and gradu-
ally plot a course for the future.

 “We’re not trying to double or triple in 
size or anything like that,” said Kyle. “Dad 
always says you’ve got to walk before you 
can run and I think we’ve been doing 
that.” MFV

MacDon: Christian Kirchner Testimonial 
Source: Manitoba Farmes' Voice, 1/2 page, 7" x 5", CMYK

Publication

"  WE ARE SO IMPRESSED WITH  
OUR MACDON FLEXDRAPER®. IT HAS 
INSTANTLY GIVEN OUR COMBINE  
A 15% BOOST IN CAPACITY.”

   Christian Kirchner, La Salle, MB

   Visit MacDon.com/testimonials
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Dad 
always 

says you’ve got 
to walk before 
you can run and 
I think we’ve 
been doing 
that.”
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Once again we are facing majOr 
challenges with difficult weather and 
excess moisture.  

after visiting many farms through-
out the province in july, it is clear to me 
many producers — both those in the 
southwest and in other severely 
impacted areas — are finding damage 
from the heavy rains this spring to be 
an exceptional burden. it is heartbreak-
ing to see so many affected acres, and to 
know that feed and hay shortages are 
widespread.

KaP has worked closely with the 
provincial government to bring to its 
attention the information many of you 
have sent in or called in to share. in 
addition, we were very busy doing 
media interviews and helping connect 
the media to our membership so indi-
vidual flood stories could be made 
public.

i believe it is critical to spend time 
working with journalists to ensure they 
can inform all manitobans how serious 
the moisture situation is for farmers. i 
want to thank all of our members who 
helped in this effort.

This flood is yet another in a string of 
multi-year weather events, and their 
negative effect on agriinsurance is 
undeniable. Year-after-year losses 
increase the deductible acres of the 
excess moisture program, and quickly 
undermine the protection it provides. 

in addition, cuts to agriStability and 
agriinvest under gf2 have dramatically 
reduced the programs' protection in 
disaster years so that producers have 
little hope of seeing meaningful sup-
port.

in light of these terrible losses, i 
strongly urge both levels of govern-
ment to reconsider the rules for these 
programs. They need to accept the fact 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

All things wAter: 
Flooding, AgriRecovery, drainage and watersheds
By Doug Chorney, KAP PRESIDENT
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they have made mistakes, and fi x pro-
grams to work for the people they were 
meant to protect.

Simply standing back and watching 
people go broke is absolutely unaccept-
able!

KAP is also lobbying for an AgriRe-
covery program for 2014 because it is 
warranted and justifi ed.  When water 
fl ows from Saskatchewan to Manitoba 
it becomes a federal issue.

We are asking that the farms and 
ranches along water management sys-
tems such as the Assiniboine, the Por-
tage Diversion and Lake Manitoba 
receive immediate compensation equal 
to what they would earn during a nor-
mal production year. Their losses were 
caused by fl ood control works, and this 
needs to be recognized. 

Still on the topic of water, this past 
June we saw our provincial government 
initiate public consultations on drain-
age regulations, and release the begin-
nings of a surface water strategy. A few 
weeks later, when the fl ood waters 
arrived, we witnessed fi rsthand why 
these two issues are critical for the 
future of farmers in Manitoba. 

KAP agrees with the approach gov-
ernment is taking, and while much of 
the work remains to be done, I believe 
we are on the right track. KAP has 
always taken strong positions on water 
management, and we have worked for 
the last 2 ½ years with the Province on 
these new regulations (see page 14 for 
more information.)

“Sustainable drainage” is a key 
phrase you will hear from Conservation 
and Water Stewardship Minister Gord 
Mackintosh, and I believe he under-
stands what that means for farmers. He 
has indicated he plans to ensure we can 
farm our land to maximize production, 
and at the same time, he is committed 
to preserving wetlands in order to pre-
vent downstream fl ooding.  

Another good-news water story is 
the development of the Assiniboine 
River Basin Commission, an undertak-
ing by the Prairie Improvement Net-
work — and a goal that KAP strongly 
supports. KAP vice-president Dan 
Mazier sits on the multi-jurisdictional 

interim executive committee, and we 
are pleased to be involved in this 
imperative initiative.

While this eff ort will require tre-
mendous planning and co-operation, 
we feel it is critical that the entire 
basin is included in all aspects of water 
management. This is an approach 
where all stakeholders take ownership 
of the problems and responsibility for 
the solutions — and it has proven to 

work with the Red River Basin Com-
mission. 

As plans for the Assiniboine River 
Basin Commission move forward we are 
looking to neighboring jurisdictions for 
the same vision and support shown by 
the many advocates here in Manitoba. 

At the federal level, I congratulate 
Larry Maguire, MP for Brandon-Souris, 
for showing strong leadership on this 
cause. MFV

Dakota Gasification Company produces DakSul 45® ammonium 
sulfate and agricultural anhydrous ammonia.

The Great Plains Synfuels Plant near Beulah, ND, is owned by the region’s electric 
cooperatives. The same lignite coal that has provided reliable electricity for more 
than 30 years is now helping to further strengthen our rural economy by producing 
fertilizers that add value to agriculture, provide jobs, and support a clean environment.

For more information contact: Spencer Wagner 701-557-4422, 
Zach Jacobson 701-557-4409 or toll free at 888-342-3378 or at dgcmkt@bepc.com

1717 EAST INTERSTATE AVENUE
BISMARCK, NORTH DAKOTA 58503
www.dakotagas.com

DakSul45 Ad 1-14.indd   1 1/21/2014   2:17:02 PM
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SECTION HEADER

Responding to  
the flood 

	KAP took the lead in alerting the 
Manitoba government and the public to 
the magnitude of the 2014 flood very 
early on as president Doug Chorney did 
countless media interviews and took 
journalists on a tour of flooded farmland 
southwest of Brandon in early July. 

He stressed both crop and livestock 
producers are affected, noting cattle 
producers are experiencing feed 
shortages and loss of pasture.

In talking to affected producers, 
Chorney recognized the need for 
AgriRecovery and met with MAFRD 
Minister Ron Kostyshyn, also in early 
July, to ask for the program. 

Because AgriRecovery is cost-shared 
at 60 per cent with the federal govern-
ment, the Province must make a request 
to Ottawa to initiate the program and it 

is currently compiling the information 
needed to do so.

The federal government has indicated 
previously that AgriStability and 
AgriInsurance will be the first line of 
support, and KAP has expressed concern 
the funding cuts to these programs 
mean they won’t be adequate. KAP will 
continue to press for AgriRecovery. 

It should be noted the impacts of this year’s 
flood and excess moisture have not been 
limited just to the southwest; producers 
across the province have been affected. 

Lobbying against the 
hog moratorium
	At a recent consultation with the 
Province, Doug Chorney pointed out that 
both federal and provincial governments 
are supporting and funding initiatives 
that will add value here in Manitoba to 
primary production.

KAP highlights from the last quarter
Working for all manitoba farmers  By VAL OminsKi

KAP HIGHLIGHTS

KAP took journalists on a tour during the flood and gave them a firsthand look at flooded fields southwest of Brandon. 

Maple Leaf’s plant manager, Morgan 
Curran-Blaney, made a presentation at 
summer general council, emphasizing the 
economic importance of Manitoba’s pork 
industry. 
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“I can’t think of a better example  
of this than pork processing at a 
world-class plant (Maple Leaf in 
Brandon), and yet our hands are tied in 
increasing production to meet the 
plant’s needs,” he said later in a news 
release.

KAP invited Maple Leaf’s plant 
manager, Morgan Curran-Blaney, to 
speak at summer general council. He 
emphasized the economic importance 
of Manitoba’s pork industry and Maple 
Leaf’s role, noting the plant is a major 
contributor to Brandon’s 16 per cent 
population growth.

Curran-Blaney also pointed out the 
plant employs 2,300 people, and is 
planning $15 million in upgrades that 
will translate into huge economic 
activity in the Brandon area.

Tackling new issues at 
summer general council 
	The following resolutions were passed 
at summer general council, July 10.

•  KAP will petition the Government of 
Manitoba and the Government of 
Canada to allow for the deferral of 
income from forced sale of all classes 
of livestock in order to alleviate feed 
shortages.

•  KAP will lobby the Government of 
Manitoba to budget additional money 
to address the future outflow needs on 
Manitoba’s large lakes, river systems 
and upper tributaries. 

•  KAP will press the Government of 
Manitoba for an AgriRecovery program 
to address the financial losses and 
damages to farmers due to the 2014 
flood. 

•  KAP will recommend to the Province 
that regulations requiring infrastruc-
ture replacement in the exact same 
location be eased, in order to allow for 
placement where there no longer is 
any possibility of future erosion, 
standing water or other situations. 

•  KAP will work with the University of 
Manitoba and Assiniboine Community 
College to request that all agriculture 

students attend one open meeting of a 
farm organization of their choosing, as 
part of their course requirements. 

Changing the  
fertilizer ban 

	As a result of ongoing lobbying from 
KAP, Manitoba Conservation and Water 
Stewardship has committed to varying 
the April 10 and November 10 fertilizer 
ban dates in situations where soils are 
not frozen. KAP has already reviewed a 
proposal put forward by the Province to 
stakeholders, and will work with the 
Province to inform producers if condi-
tions permit an extension this fall.

Presenting farmers’ 
perspective on the  
cosmetic pesticide ban
	KAP general manager James Batter-
shill put forward the agriculture 
industry’s concerns over the proposed 
cosmetic pesticide ban (Bill 55, the » 
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Environment Amendment Act) at a 
recent legislative hearing. 

Speaking at the Standing Committee 
on Intergovernmental Affairs, he 
outlined farmers’ concerns over the 
spread of weeds, along with the 
perceptions the bill creates about the 
safety of food grown in Manitoba. He 
stressed the importance of an education 
program that would assist rural and 
urban residents, and their govern-
ments, in preventing weed infestation 
and spread.

Speaking out on  
behalf of producers
	KAP continues to speak up on behalf 
of producers to government, industry 
and stakeholders on a wide scope of 
issues. 

KAP management sits on the 

provincial grain transportation 
committee and the flood committee 
with MAFRD Minister Ron Kostyshyn 
and other MAFRD officials.  In addition, 
it has been involved in several years of 
consultation with the Province on new 
drainage regulations, and continues to 
represent farmers on the Lake Friendly 
alliance. 

KAP has recently consulted with 
Manitoba Hydro on the new preferred 
route for the Manitoba-Minnesota 
Transmission Project, stressing the 
ongoing importance of fairly compen-
sating landowners and the absolute 
importance of crews adhering to 
biosecurity policies.

It is participating on the provincial 
working group to advance small scale 
food production and processing, and is 
also working on farm safety initiatives 
with Safe Work Manitoba.

Doug Chorney recently spoke at Cigi’s 
47th International Grain Industry 
Program about the challenges western 
Canadian producers face with rail 
transportation, and KAP general 
manager James Battershill made a 
presentation on climate change and 
agriculture at an International Institute 
for Sustainable Development work-
shop. 

Promoting the  
Assiniboine River  
Basin Commission
	KAP invited Larry Maguire, MP for 
Brandon-Souris to summer general 
council, where delegates expressed 
frustration to him over the repeated 
flooding of the Assiniboine River. 

They called for federal support for the 
proposed Assiniboine River Basin 
Commission, a proposed multi-juris-
dictional body that would look at the 
entire watershed — including drainage 
in Saskatchewan, which many believe is 
the cause for the unprecedented river 
flooding during the summer. Maguire, 
who strongly supports the idea of a 
commission, indicated he would take 
their request to Ottawa. 

KAP is involved in the establishment 
of the ARBC; vice-president Dan Mazier 
is on the interim executive committee.

 Producers at the meeting also 
expressed the need for the Province to 
better forecast and control water at the 
Shellmouth Dam, located near where 
the Assiniboine enters Manitoba.

Working with the  
CFA on transportation, 
pipelines, trade 
	At the recent summer meeting of the 
Canadian Federation of Agriculture held 
in Winnipeg, the CFA Pipeline Commit-
tee met to develop a policy that includes 
long-term infrastructure strategy, 
terms of easement agreements, 
liability, and pipeline abandonment. 

The committee also met with 
representatives from the Energy East 
Pipeline, which is redeveloping the 
TransCanada natural gas pipeline to 

KAP HIGHLIGHTS

Larry Maguire, MP for Brandon-Souris, attended KAP’s summer general council meeting 
and expressed strong support for the Assiniboine River Basin Commission. 
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Increased rail competition and support for producer car shippers will be raised during the consultations for the Canada Transportation Act 
Review. KAP and the Canadian Federation of Agriculture will be among the first stakeholders involved in the process.

carry crude oil. The committee raised a 
number of agricultural concerns with 
the company, including biosecurity, 
adequate landowner information, and 
easements.

The CFA Transportation Committee 
also met, and put forward priorities to 
be raised during the Canada Transpor-
tation Act Review — including 

increased rail competition and support 
for producer car shippers. Both CFA and 
KAP will be among the first stakehold-
ers involved in the consultation 
process. 

The CFA meeting coincided with the 
annual federal-provincial-territorial 
ministers of agriculture meeting. A 
session involving CFA and the ministers 

focused on building infrastructure 
capacity to take advantage of new 
markets the impending trade agree-
ments with Europe and Korea will 
provide. 

The meeting was also an opportunity 
for the KAP management team to 
discuss current issues with federal and 
provincial officials. MFV

To produce Canada Grade A coverage and claims service.
From acreages to hobby farms and full-scale agri-food businesses, 
Canadian farm families look to Portage Mutual for the best in agricultural 
property insurance. Ask your broker about the Agricultural Pro from 
Portage Mutual.

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  C o m m e r c i a l ,  A u t o m o b i l e ,  &  F a r m www.portagemutual.com
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The ManiToba governMenT  recenTly 
announced two new plans for water 
management in the province, and 
while they won’t take effect until a 
public consultation process occurs, 
they will be positive for farmers.

in the first document, Towards Sus-
tainable Drainage, new drainage regula-
tions are outlined that mean producers 
will no longer need to complete a 
lengthy approval, inspection and 
licensing process for minor drainage 
projects. They will simply register the 
drainage work with the Province, and 

then proceed with work in a timely 
manner.

KaP was a part of the stakeholder 
group that consulted with the Province 
on these regulations, and i believe we 
have done our job well. Since these 
minor projects account for the majority 
of the drainage undertaken, this will be 
a big step forward in getting land into 
production that may otherwise risk 
flooding every year. 

The second component of the pro-
posed regulations addresses drainage 
of permanent and semi-permanent 

wetlands, which only makes up a small 
portion of the drainage work done by 
farmers. 

currently, it is challenging to get a 
license to drain a permanent or semi-
permanent wetland, but in the pro-
posed new system a formal process 
would be established that will strictly 
define the criteria that a landowner 
must meet in order to undertake this 
type of drainage project. 

This includes ensuring any down-
stream effects associated with remov-
ing a permanent wetland, including 

DRAINAGE

The new provincial drainage 
regulations and water  
management strategy
Why they're good news for farmers  By Doug Chorney

» CONTINUED ON PG 16
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Sign up for 4R Fertilizer Designation 
& receive a $100 Visa gift card      

$100 visa gift card
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2. Sustainability Goals

3.
The 4R Nutrient Stewardship program will play  

a key role in meeting the sustainability challenge

4R Nutrient 
Stewardship

This is 4R country. Get your acres counted,  

we’ll get the word out

Go to www.farming4Rfuture.ca
T

Farmers are increasingly facing pressures from the supply chain and the general public to demonstrate on farm 
stewardship and the 4R Nutrient Stewardship Program can provide a strategic opportunity to meet those challenges.

4R Nutrient Stewardship provides a framework to achieve cropping system goals — increased production, increased
farmer pro�tability, enhanced environmental protection and improved sustainability. 4R Nutrient Stewardship requires 
the implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) that optimize the e�ciency of fertilizer use. The goal of 
fertilizer BMPs is to match nutrient supply with crop requirements and to minimize nutrient losses. Selection of BMPs 
varies by location, and those chosen for a given farm are dependent on local soil and climatic conditions, crop, 
management conditions and other site speci�c factors.

Visit farming4Rfuture.ca to �nd out more about 
the program, �nd tools to help you develop a plan 
on your farm and take the �rst steps in becoming 
4R designated.  

The 4R designation provides recognition for farmers who complete and apply 4R Nutrient Stewardship 
Plans on �eld.

Talk to your agri-retailer about how you can get involved and receive a 

What is 4R Designation?
Manitoba farmers have long been at the forefront of 4R Nutrient Stewardship. Now, more than ever,  it’s time to prove 
it. Get your acres counted by adopting, completing, and implementing the 4R Nutrient Stewardship system on your 
farm. On behalf of the growers, Keystone Agricultural Producers will aggregate and report data to stakeholders over 
time. Not only will you become 4R designated, you’ll be making a di�erence to the environment and improving your 
bottom line. 

So make sure your acres are counted.

4R = Right source, Right rate, Right time and Right place to maximize fertilizer 
performance and minimize nutrient losses
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flooding neighbours’ land, is mitigated 
through the reconstruction or reten-
tion of wetlands in other areas of the 
watershed. 

As an example, if there is a perma-
nent or semi-permanent wetland in an 
area of a field that impedes planting and 
production, the farmer would be able to 
drain that area and designate another 
area in the same field — or at another 
location within the watershed — as a 
wetland. 

I expect that a system will also be 
developed which will allow farmers to 
purchase wetland credits from other 
farmers and landowners to offset drain-
age on their private lands, rather than 
undertaking retention and reconstruc-
tion projects on their own.  

The Province has also proposed an 
increase in the enforcement of regula-
tions to address illegal drainage projects, 
and while there have been issues in the 
past when legal projects have come 
under unnecessary scrutiny, I anticipate 
these simplified regulations will provide 
clarity for both landowners and water 
resource officers.

KAP is committed to continuing to 
work with the Department of Conserva-
tion and Water Stewardship to ensure 
that enforcement of these regulations is 
done fairly and consistently throughout 
Manitoba. 

While we accept these proposed wet-
land regulations, KAP has always main-
tained that in any situation where land 
is taken out of production in the interest 
of watershed health that will benefit all 
of society, farmers must be compen-
sated — and we will continue efforts to 
make this happen.  

Another component of the proposed 
regulations addresses the use of tile 
drainage. Similar to surface drainage, tile 
drainage projects that meet basic criteria 
and do not involve draining permanent 
or semi-permanent wetlands would be 
allowed through a simple registration 
process. 

I have heard of some municipalities 
being concerned about tile drainage 
projects having negative impacts due to 
incorrect installation, which is why the 
issue has been the focus of a govern-

ment summit on tile drainage that KAP 
collaborated on (see page 17). 

Following farmers in North Dakota 
and Minnesota, Manitoba farmers 
have embraced this new technology, 
and it is encouraging to see the Mani-
toba government and municipalities 
attempting to further understand the 
opportunities and constraints of this 
type of drainage. This is an important 
tool, and it should be accessible to all 
farmers.

The second plan announced by the 
Province is the Surface Water Manage-
ment Strategy that takes an all-encom-
passing view of water drainage across 
Manitoba, including that from agricul-
tural, municipal, industrial and all other 
sources. KAP has been pressing for a 
comprehensive water management 
strategy, and we are pleased that it 
appears it is finally coming to fruition.

Instead of working with individual 
drainage issues, the strategy proposes 

to address entire watersheds and their 
inter-connectivity. 

It includes 50 specific actions that 
would be completed between now and 
2020, and if done correctly will drasti-
cally reduce the effects of flooding and 
drought. They would also mitigate the 
effects of terminal basins, such as 
Whitewater Lake and Shoal Lakes, on 
surrounding landowners.

To help achieve the actions set out in 
the strategy, the Province will be imple-
menting light detection and radar 
(LiDAR) digital imagery that produces 
very accurate data for land elevation. 
KAP has lobbied for the use of this tech-
nology on a large scale because it is an 
excellent resource in land and water 
management planning.

From what I have heard, some farmers 
are concerned about these new develop-
ments in provincial water management, 
but I am convinced they are positive 
news. In the short term we will see expe-
dited minor drainage projects, and in the 
long term we will see solutions to peren-
nial flooding and drainage issues. 

Conservation and Water Stewardship 
Minister Mackintosh made it clear dur-
ing his announcement of the new strat-
egies that farmers need to be able to be 
productive on their land, and the goal is 
to have “sustainable drainage” as a tool 
for all farmers.

The work being done in Manitoba, 
however, cannot stop at the borders. Our 
neighbours to the south and to the west 
are also home to the watersheds that 
eventually flow into this province, and 
now they must do their parts to adopt 
similar measures. Manitoba can no lon-
ger be a recipient for unwanted water 
originating beyond its borders, and a 
multi-jurisdictional effort can recognize 
and solve this longstanding problem.

This is something that we will con-
tinue to press for, particularly through 
our involvement in the proposed 
Assiniboine River Basin Commission. 
In the meantime, however, I think pro-
ducers in Manitoba should recognize 
that drainage regulations will be sim-
plified and that a six-year strategy will 
be put in place to alleviate many of the 
drainage issues we experience.  MFV

DRAINAGE 

Our neighbours 
to the south 

and to the west are 
also home to the 
watersheds that 
eventually flow into 
this province, and 
now they must do 
their parts to adopt 
similar measures.”

Tile drainage is an important tool, and it 
should be accessible to all farmers.
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Manitoba Conservation and Water Stewardship, in 
collaboration with stakeholder groups, including KAP, 
presented a tile drainage summit in Winkler, July 30 for  
regulators, local authorities and the industry to discuss 
issues associated with tile drainage. 

Numerous producers attended the meeting, swelling 
the number of participants to 200 and indicating the 
enormous interest in this relatively new and sometimes 
misunderstood technology.

KAP member Bob Bartley, who farms at Roland, gave a 
producer perspective on tile drainage. As a pioneer of the 
technology in Manitoba, having tiled some of his fi elds in 
the early ‘90s, he pointed out that tile drainage can both 
take water from the surface of a fi eld and lower a fi eld’s 
water table, allowing for root growth — an immense 
benefi t to farmers. 

Geo�  Reimer, the Province’s manager of water rights 
licensing in the Red River region discussed the province’s 
regulatory role in licensing tile drainage, as well as the 
potential benefi ts of tile drainage to producers looking to 
reduce surface water on their fi elds. 

A municipal perspective was provided by the reeves of 
Portage La Prairie and Du� erin, who discussed the issues 
present when producers apply for any type of drainage 
project on their fi elds, including water management 
downstream, infrastructure limitations, and onerous 
application processes. 

Summit participants indicated the province has a large 
role to play in overcoming these challenges and in 
helping producers implement tile drainage. 

Chuck Fritz, director of the International Water Institute 
explained that municipal concerns about tile drainage 
shouldn’t be about the volume of water, but instead, 
about the controlled timing of water release. He said it’s 
the appropriate operation of the water control system 
that can truly impact a fi eld’s ability to store water and 
reduce fl ooding. 

The summit also included a local tile drainage installer 
who stressed the importance of having expertise in 
the placement of tiles as paramount to developing an 
integrated approach to water management. 

For further information contact alanna.gray@kap.mb.ca

Focus on tile drainage

•  Drew government and public attention to 
2014 fl ooding and how it a� ects farmers.

•  Lobbied for AgriRecovery (still in progress).

•  Played a major role in getting the trains 
moving last winter and in speaking out for 
railway reform legislation.

•  Achieved commitment from the Province 
to vary the dates of the yearly fertilizer ban, 
based on weather and not the calendar.

•         Worked to protect landowners a� ected by 
Manitoba Hydro projects

AND THE LIST GOES ON!

What has KAP done for 
you in the last year?

Get involved with KAP – and be part of the action. It all starts at your 
district meeting, where policies are created that guide the organization. 
So be sure and attend! It’s also an opportunity to meet KAP’s president 
and vice-president.

District meetings take place in October and November this year. 
Call 204-697-1140 to fi nd out when your district meets.
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EvEry morning whEn shE goEs 
outside to get the newspaper, Pat wally 
checks a special rain gauge in her yard 
for precipitation. she takes a reading, 
goes back inside, and enters the data on 
a website — something she’s been doing 
for the last two years.

wally, who tends a large vegetable and 
flower garden at her home on the out-
skirts of Lorette, manitoba, has always 
been interested in tracking rainfall. But 
now there’s a new reason for her dedi-
cated recordkeeping. wally is part of a 
small but growing band of volunteer 
enthusiasts who are helping to improve 
weather forecasting in the province and 
across Canada.

wally belongs to a non-profit grass-
roots network called the Community 
Collaborative rain, hail and snow net-
work (CoCorahs). By inputting their 
daily readings on the CoCorahs website, 
these information gatherers provide 
weather specialists with precipitation 
data they wouldn’t otherwise have. 

The data goes toward helping forecast 
storms, floods, droughts and other 
weather events more accurately.

There are, of course, automated 
weather stations operated by Environ-
ment Canada and other agencies that 
record temperatures and precipitation 
— but they can be miles apart. Local 
storms can pass between these weather 
stations and forecasters might not even 
know about them. 

having volunteers on the ground to 
track local conditions helps fill in the 
blanks and supply forecasters with data 
to develop a more complete precipita-
tion picture.

CoCorahs came to manitoba after 
2011, when record spring floods follow-
ing a late snowmelt inundated parts of 
manitoba and caused widespread dam-
age to crops, property and infrastruc-
ture. something similar happened 
again this year when unprecedented 
spring rains in western manitoba and 
eastern saskatchewan produced unex-
pected flooding along the Assiniboine 
river and overland.

many people blamed the provincial 
government for unpreparedness in not 
adequately predicting the extent of the 

WEATHER

Volunteer network 
monitors local 
precipitation,  

benefits farmers with 
more accurate forecasts

BY RON FRIESEN
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fl ooding, but the Province says that’s 
not so. The problem was what Steve 
Topping, executive director of hydro-
logic forecasting and water manage-
ment for Manitoba Infrastructure and 
Transportation, calls “a defi ciency of 
measurement.” 

There simply weren’t enough people 
on the ground collecting rainfall and 
snowpack data to help authorities 
accurately predict the massive fl ooding 
that occurred.

“That is truly the conundrum for the 
forecaster — having adequate and reli-
able data to do forecasting. You can 
never have enough,” said Topping. 
“The greater the density of the net-
work, the better the forecast will be.”

That’s what CoCoRaHS hopes to 
achieve the next time around.

CoCoRaHS originated at the Univer-
sity of Colorado after offi  cials there 
realized the state’s weather stations 
were inadequate to quantify local rain-
fall. The university established a volun-
teer observation network which subse-
quently spread to other states. 

After the 2011 Manitoba fl ood, 
weather experts at the Canadian Wheat 
Board noted the U.S. project and pro-
moted it here. Manitoba became the 
fi rst province in Canada to adopt CoCo-
RaHS and is now a leader in promoting 
it nationally. Today, Manitoba has 175 
CoCoRaHS volunteers and hopes even-
tually to have at least 400 throughout 
the province.

Nearly 500 other volunteers are 
located in Ontario, Prince Edward 
Island, Nova Scotia, Saskatchewan and 
Newfoundland-Labrador as those 
provinces begin forming their own 
CoCoRaHS networks.

Topping says MIT is encouraging 
other jurisdictions to develop the net-
work because Manitoba is a catchment 
area for water fl owing in from other 
provinces and U.S. states. Therefore, 
accurate precipitation data from these 
regions is important.

In Manitoba, CoCoRaHS is supported 
by Environment Canada, Farm and 
Food Care Foundation, Weather Inno-
vations Network, the provincial gov-
ernment, local watershed manage-

ment organizations and Glacier Farm 
Media.

Tiffi  ny Taylor, Manitoba co-ordina-
tor for CoCoRaHS, says the program is 
particularly useful for farmers, whose 
livelihood depends on the weather.

“Let’s face it. Nobody is more vul-
nerable to the weather than farmers,” 
said Taylor, a Glacier employee. “A 
farmer can buy the best seed and 
equipment available, but it means 
nothing if they cannot grow or harvest 

it. The weather, specifi cally precipita-
tion in all its forms, can determine the 
outcome.” 

CoCoRaHS volunteers are provided 
with inexpensive, easy-to-use manual 
gauges that can measure precipitation 
to a hundredth of an inch, or they can 
use metric if they prefer. They also 
receive training in how to record and 
enter data. Besides rainfall, volunteers 
also learn techniques to measure 
snowfall and calculate its moisture » 

For your safety

Know the size of your farm equipment to avoid 
contact with overhead power lines and hydro poles.

Bigger can Bigger can 
be dangerous!

For more information on farm 
safety call 1-888-624-9376.

7743-TP-MBH-FarmSafety-FarmersVoiceAd[4.625x7]-Sep2014-FNL.indd   1 2014-07-28   2:30 PM
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content — a critical factor in flood 
forecasting.

Mike Wroblewski, agricultural mete-
orologist with Manitoba Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Development, says 
MAFRD and Environment Canada have 
about 75 automated weather stations 
scattered throughout agricultural 
regions of the province. 

However, a heavy thunderstorm may 
be only a mile in diameter and can easily 
pass between weather stations without 
being detected. Then, when there’s an 
unexpected surge of water in creeks and 
rivers, forecasters scratch their heads 
and wonder where it came from because 
their records don’t show anything.

That happened recently along Stur-
geon Creek where CoCoRaHS volun-
teers picked up a storm event the fore-
casters didn’t even know had occurred.

Being able to identify isolated 
events takes some of the guesswork 
out of weather forecasting, Wro-
blewski says.

“It replaces the guesswork with 
somebody who has training. It’s not 
coffee shop talk. We’re replacing coffee 
shop talk with somebody who knows, 
as opposed to just passing on informa-
tion.”

Topping says weather events can do 
wonders for increasing volunteer 
numbers. In 2012, Steinbach experi-
enced three inches of rain in one hour 
which overwhelmed the city’s pump-
ing system. Soon afterwards, eight 
volunteers from the area joined CoCo-
RaHS.

Topping says the majority of volun-
teers are currently concentrated around 
Winnipeg. But MIT hopes to expand the 
network to include observers in rural 
areas and northern Manitoba. A limit-
ing factor may be access to the Internet, 
which is essential for reporting data.

Right now, CoCoRaHS in the U.S. is 
hosting a Canadian website. Topping 
says the eventual goal is to have an 
independent and uniquely Canadian 
website, both bilingual and metric.

There’s word that 4-H may pick up 
CoCoRaHS as a project option for its 
members, which could produce a sig-
nificant benefit for the network.

Once volunteers get involved, there 
doesn’t seem to be much difficulty 
retaining them. Wally says what’s 
really neat about CoCoRaHS is checking 
interactive web maps online to see how 
much rain fell and where it landed. That 
way she can compare her precipitation 
to what other people in the region 
received. It also encourages her to keep 
up the good work with her own record-
keeping.

“I’m doing it more consistently and 
I’ve got more accurate records for 
myself, too.”

Wroblewski says CoCoRaHS will take 
time to develop into a key player in 
weather forecasting but the outlook is 
promising.

“My eyes are turned to the future to see 
that, if it’s done the right way, this could 
be a huge asset for our country.”   MFV

Tiffiny Taylor, CoCoRaHS program co-ordinator, demonstrates how simple the precipitation 
gauge is to assemble and use. She notes it’s available in metric or imperial measurement.

Nobody  
is more  

vulnerable  
to the weather than 

farmers. A farmer 
can buy the best 

seed and equipment 
available, but the 

weather, specifically 
precipitation in 

all its forms, can 
determine the 

outcome.”



FARMERS’  VOICE / FALL 2014     21

Dan Mazier, a KAP vice-president 
who farms near Justice, is a new 
and enthusiastic CoCoRaHS 
volunteer.

He signed up at the Manitoba 
Conservation Districts 
Association annual meeting 
last December and put his 
precipitation gauge up once the 
snow melted, also downloading 
an app on both iPad and iPhone 
that enables him to quickly input 
the readings from the gauge.

“I’m not only contributing to 
precipitation monitoring, I’m also 
part of an online network that 
allows me to see other stations 
in the network,” he said.

“There’s a station four miles 
away from my farm yard, and I 
notice quite a bit of di� erence. 
During a recent storm, the 
di� erence was an inch.”

Mazier got involved because he 
wanted precipitation accuracy. 
His next step will be to monitor 
snowfall this winter, and then get 
involved in drought monitoring 
next spring.

“The ground was soaked here in 
June and July, and I would have 
liked to know how much more 
my farm could take. Knowing 
what the moisture content of 
the soil is will be really helpful.”

For now, however, Mazier will 
continue his daily 7:00 a.m. ritual 
of checking his gauge for rain 
and uploading the information, 
contributing to a network of 
CoCoRaHS data that will enable 
forecasters to make more 
accurate predictions.

To fi nd out how you can get 
involved, contact program 
co-ordinator Ti�  ny Taylor at 
204-228-0842 or manitoba@
cocorahs.org.

KAP vice-president Dan Mazier checks his precipitation gauge every day at 7:00 a.m. and 
uploads the information to the CoCoRaHS website. His information can be accessed by 
anyone in  the network, just as Mazier can access data from any other station in the network.

KICK-START 
NEXT YEAR’S CROP NOW

Bolt-On System

Non-Freeze 
Technology

Carbide Tipped  
for Extended Wear

Adjustable Blade

SERIES OF APPLICATOR KNIVES
Spread out your spring workload by fertilizing in fall. Give your 
soil the nutrients it needs early, and save money on autumn 
fertilizer promotions.

OUR GUARANTEE
Our carbide-tipped knives come with 
non-freeze technology, making them 
the most reliable fertilizer knives on 
the market. We are the only company 
in the industry that offers money back 
guarantees on all our AG products. 

CONTACT US TODAY 
for a local dealer near you (204) 570-2559

DON’T FALL BACK IN SPRING 

FRONT MOUNT NON-FREEZE

100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ON ALL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS100% MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ON ALL AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS

KAP 
vice-president 
strong advocate 
of CoCoRaHS 
network
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Private Health Services Plan (PHSP)
The PHSP is a simple-to-use, CRA-approved health and dental 
tax savings program for all business owners – self employed and 
incorporated.  It is not an insurance plan and there are no medical 
questions, monthly premiums or age limit restrictions.

Plan Features:

·  Participating owners and employees receive 100% non-taxable 
reimbursement of eligible medical expenses. 

· Businesses receive a 100% tax deduction for reimbursement

· Can be o� ered to employees – full time, part time, seasonal, etc.

·  The PHSP eligible expense listing is extensive and includes more 
medical expenses than typical insurance plans.

·  KAP Members receive a $50 discount on the one-time enrolment 
fee of $300 

Flexible Plan Administration:

·  Claims can be submitted online, or can be faxed or mailed in 
(regular mail).

·  10% administration fee applies when claims are submitted – no 
annual costs if plan is not utilized. 

·  If you apply by December 31, 2014 your plan e� ective date 
will be January 1, 2014. All expenses incurred as of January 1 will 
be eligible.

For more information on the value of a KAP PHSP, use contact info 
above right.

Note: Compared to the medical expense tax credit program that 
has deductible and savings based on the lowest taxable rate in the 
province, the PHSP o� ers a greater benefi t with no deductible and 
tax savings based on your actual income tax bracket.

SAFETY
Work-Alone And Seniors Safety/Fall 
Detection

·  O� ered through Blacklinegps with 
KAP member discounts

·  Call Steven 1-877-869-7212 or 
e-mail sbenzelock@blacklinegps.com

VEHICLES, TOOLS AND 
EQUIPMENT
Chrysler, Dodge, Ram, 
Jeep and Fiat Discounts
See your local dealer and use member 
discount code N3865.

Industrial/Safety Equipment Discounts 
Available at Acklands-Granger. 
Use member discount code 253321.

GPS Discounts from PAT Inc 
2% rebate on GPS equipment. 
Call 1-866-531-2887.

TRAVEL
Canad Inns 
Preferred rates. Call 1-866-527-0123. 

Delta Winnipeg 
Preferred rates. Call 1-888-311-4990.

Enterprise Rent-a-Car 
Preferred rates for online bookings only 
(www.enterpriserentacar.ca). 
Use customer number NAC6014. PIN is str. 

National Car Rentals 

Preferred rates on both online 

(www.nationalcar.ca) and 

phone bookings (1-800-227-7368).

Use contract ID 3715230.

World-Wide Hotel Bookings 

Discounts online at 

http://cars.localhospitality.com/

strata/stratacars.html. 

Or call 800-892-2136. Use code strata.

Voice, text and data from U.S.

The cell SIM Card o� ers rates of 

9 cents per minute or per text, or per 

MB of data. For more info, use contact 

info above right. Also ask about long 

distance plans.

INSURANCE

Farm Property Insurance

Through the The Co-operators. 

For more information, use contact info 

above. 

Group Insurance

Group plans and rates are available for 

health and dental, life, critical illness, 

accidental death and disability. For more 

information, use contact info above right.

MyCare Health Benefi t Option
O� ers access to the Mayo Clinic 
expertise for medical diagnosis and 
second opinion. Only $8/month. 
Call 1-877-497-0233 and ask for the 
HUB STRATA preferred rate.

Hospital Cash and Income 
Insurance Programs
For more information, use contact info 
above right.

FARM MANAGEMENT 
Farm Estate Planning
One free, on-farm consultation. 
For more information, use contact 
info above right.

Foreign Exchange Risk Management 
Preferred service to KAP Members 
through Western Union Business 
Solutions. Call 1-877-475-2226.

Marketing Information and Strategies  
Preferred subscription rates 
through ProFarmer Canada.
Call (204) 654-4290.

FOOTWEAR AND 
CLOTHING
Discounts at Mark’s
Use the Mark’s card that was mailed 
to you with your KAP membership. Or 
contact KAP at 697-1140 for a new card.

OTHER PROGRAMSHEALTH AND TRAVEL PROGRAMS
Travel Health With In-Province 
Coverage
The Core Plan through The Co-operators provides:

·  100% out-of-country travel health coverage

 o Annual coverage - 30 days per trip

 o No medical questions

 o 90-day pre-existing conditions clause exclusion

 o $1M coverage per incident

·  100% in-province ambulance and semi-private hospital 
coverage

·  Best Doctors® professional medical second opinion 

KAP Member Annual Premiums 

Age  Single  Couple  Family 

Under 50  $131.00  $227.60  $271.30 

50 – 59  $137.90  $240.25  $286.25 

60 – 69*  $143.65  $251.75  $302.35 

*  Applicant must be in the program prior to age 65 to 
remain eligible to age 70.

For more information, use contact info above right.
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to you with your KAP membership. Or 
contact KAP at 697-1140 for a new card.

OTHER PROGRAMSHEALTH AND TRAVEL PROGRAMS
Travel Health With In-Province 
Coverage
The Core Plan through The Co-operators provides:

·  100% out-of-country travel health coverage

 o Annual coverage - 30 days per trip

 o No medical questions

 o 90-day pre-existing conditions clause exclusion

 o $1M coverage per incident

·  100% in-province ambulance and semi-private hospital 
coverage

·  Best Doctors® professional medical second opinion 

KAP Member Annual Premiums 

Age  Single  Couple  Family 

Under 50  $131.00  $227.60  $271.30 

50 – 59  $137.90  $240.25  $286.25 

60 – 69*  $143.65  $251.75  $302.35 

*  Applicant must be in the program prior to age 65 to 
remain eligible to age 70.

For more information, use contact info above right.
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SAFETY & HEALTH

Manitoba farMers are experiencing 
another stressful growing year and 
while many are already making use of 
the counselling available from Mani-
toba farm and rural support services, 
program manager Janet smith wants all 
producers to know about the service.

“the physical effects of carrying 
around long-term stress can include 
headaches, backache, digestive issues, 
high blood pressure, depression, anxi-
ety and more,” said smith. “We want 
farmers and their families to know they 
don’t have to suffer alone and in 
silence.” 

Mfrss provides telephone and online 
support (email and online chat) — which 
are free and confidential. it has four paid 
staff, all of whom have farming back-

grounds and professional counselling 
training, along with 14 trained volunteers. 

Mfrss can also do out-calls to people 
if a third party contacts staff with con-
cerns. in smith’s experience, men and 
farmers in particular find it difficult to 
reach out for help, but if someone calls 
for them it can be the nudge they need 
to start talking.

“While talking might not seem like it 
will do much good, we know that it can 
make a huge difference in helping peo-
ple to deal with the stress they are 
under,” she said.

“a farmer will call us to vent his or 
her concerns, and we can give assis-
tance in sorting through it all. We don’t 
have any magic answers, but we can 
help a person get some clarification on 

the situation, and work through what 
the next steps might be in order to start 
resolving the issue.”

farm women also call in to Mfrss, 
and often they admit concern about 
their husbands and look for a sounding 
board and some support, says smith. 

“farm stress affects the whole family 
— spouses, children, in-laws etc. — 
and when one person is suffering you 
can be assured that they all are feeling 
the pressure,” she said. 

even though men are starting to open 
up a bit more about what they’re feel-
ing, it’s still women who tend to be the 
emotional caregivers in the relation-
ship, home and farm, she adds.  

“our role is to listen to them without 
judgement — which we do with all our 

Support service helps families 
deal with the stresses of farming
By RichaRd Kamchen
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Don’t leave 
the potential 

for a 
family feud.

Learn from the experts:
• Problems if you cash rent

• Tax implications of gifting the farm

• How to maximize your Old Age Security

• Tax effective transfer of the farm

• Solutions for non-farming children

call for a free consultation
1.866.527.0123

KAP Farm Estate Planning

Farmers’  Voice / FaLL 2014     25

callers — to support them, and to help 
them brainstorm what might help 
them move through their current situa-
tion,” Smith explained. 

“We anticipate hearing from more of 
the farming community because of this 
year’s devastating flood, and perhaps 
now because of the drought conditions 
that have followed. I think the flood will 
have long-term effects on many, many 
people throughout the province.”

Besides its regular services, MFRSS 
has been visiting some of the flood-
affected areas and placing calls to rural 
municipality offices and Manitoba 
Agriculture’s GO offices. People who 
serve the agricultural community can 
also experience stress when working 
with distressed producers, so the 
MFRSS is also there for them.

While specializing in farm stress, 
MFRSS offers counselling to all rural 

Manitobans on numerous issues such as 
relationship difficulties, financial stress, 
addictions, mental health and more. 

Anyone can get in touch with the 
organization by calling toll-free 1-866-
367-3276, or by emailing help@rural-
support.ca. Online emotional support 
(via instant messaging) is also available 
at www.ruralsupport.ca.

While Smith encourages people to get 
help  before a problem turns into a full-
blown crisis, she understands it’s 
human nature to attempt to solve 
issues alone before reaching out — 
especially for farmers.

“When the going gets tough they are 
often the ones who will stick it out until 
the bitter end because farming is in the 
blood and it’s more than just an occu-
pation. Our message to them is that 
they don’t have to fight the fight 
alone.” MFV

Janet Smith, program manager with Manitoba Farm and Rural Support Services, urges 
producers and farm families to seek help before stress issues turn into full-blown crises.

Farm stress 
affects the 

whole family — 
spouses, children, 
in-laws etc. — and 
when one person is 
suffering you can be 
assured that they 
all are feeling the 
pressure.”
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Thinking green has noT only 
helped his family’s farm, but it’s also 
landed a Binscarth student money to 
further his education.

austin Pizzey, a 17-year-old heading 
into grade 12 at Major Pratt school, won 
a $1,000 educational honorarium, as well 
as an apple iPad air in the great Mani-
toba CleanFarMs Challenge.

CleanFarMs, Canada’s leading agri-
cultural stewardship organization, 
invited submissions that demonstrated 
positive on-farm environmental initia-
tives in Manitoba. The contest, sup-
ported by keystone agricultural Produc-
ers, was designed to get farm families 
talking and sharing their stories about 
eco-solutions and how they’re tackling 
issues like reducing, reusing and recy-
cling agricultural waste.

“on our family farm, we believe in 
safe, sustainable farming practices to 
ensure the legacy will live on. Through 
any task, large or small, every effort 
counts in benefiting our planet’s 
health,” austin wrote in his submission.

he recalled how his grandfather David 
and dad Tim several years ago began col-
lecting used oil in a 500-gallon metal 
reservoir to avoid ground contamina-
tion. every year, the oil is hauled away 
and emptied by a licensed oil recycling 
company.

The Pizzey family’s rock Creek Farms 
also collects its used oil filters and has 
them taken away. Machinery batteries 
that have outlived their usefulness are 
dropped off at the nearest depot for 
proper disposal and where the battery 
cores can be recycled.

More recently, austin and Tim fabri-
cated a cage under their spray-mixing 
trailer to place triple rinsed chemical 
jugs to keep them from blowing away en 
route to a collection site.

Helping family to farm sustainably 
nets student $1,000 prize
Youngest winner in Great manitoba cleanFarms challenge  By ricHard kamcHen

Grade 12 student Austin Pizzey won a $1,000 educational honorarium and an iPad for 
detailing his family’s environmental-protection practices on the farm.

ENVIRONMENT

» CONTINUED ON PG 28
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NORTH  
AMERICA’S

LARGEST SOURCE  
OF USED FARM 

EQUIPMENT

	Over	30,000	items	online
	Over	$1.5 BILLION	in	
	 machinery	moved	annually
		Search	by	region,	make,	

model,	industry,	price		
and	more

For more information on AgDealer, please call 1-800-665-1362

Plant your 
business here

Terry McGarry: 204-981-3730
trmcgarr@mts.net

Manitoba Farmer’s Voice speaks 
directly to Manitoba Farmers

Let your ag business or product speak to them as well 
Advertise with Manitoba Farmer’s Voice

For further information please contact:
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“Instead, all chemical jugs are placed 
inside of the cage where they can ride to 
our closest chemical jug recycling collec-
tion site, and then be placed in the pen to 
be held and later shredded and reused for 
other purposes,” Austin wrote. 

“It is each one’s part to be responsible 
in caring for the environment to ensure 
security of healthy farming and living 
space for now and future generations. 
Here, on Rock Creek Farms, it is our goal 
to constantly improve our practices to be 
friendlier to our planet Earth.”

Another environmental challenge the 
farm has tackled is erosion, and the Piz-
zeys have done their best to implement 
zero-till, starting around 2002.

“We farm in an area that has fairly 
signifi cant straw growth, and so we’re 

always battling with the amount of straw 
in the fi eld,” says Austin. “We’re trying 
to be as zero-till as we can.”

Tim has also contacted a metal recy-
cling company about bins and whatever 
else around the yard piles up from the 
welding shop, and it recently came out to 
collect a big tank.

Austin’s environmental interests 
originated in school and developed by 
working on the farm.

“On Earth Day, we would go around 
the town collecting, walking down the 
street and looking in the ditches and 
under hedges to collect garbage. It 
started on a small scale like that, and 
then as I grew up, I would always go with 
grandpa to dump the chemical jugs at 
the recycling depot.”

The family’s environmentalism is a 
culture and philosophy developed over 
time within the family business, 
according to David. They’ve been 
involved with Ducks Unlimited in wet-
land conservation, built retention dikes 
around their liquid fertilizer and fuel 
storage tanks, and trained their 
employees in Workplace Hazardous 
Materials Information System and 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
safety courses.

“A couple of the early mileposts that 
we experienced were due to the fact that 
we ran a farm supply business on the 
farm. Therefore we built and operated 
one of the fi rst Phase III chemical ware-
houses in Manitoba,” says David. 

Mom Adele fi rst brought the Clean-
FARMS contest to Austin’s attention, 
and he entered thinking, presciently as it 
turned out, he had a good shot at win-
ning given the practices he’d grown up 
with.

“We’re defi nitely trying to be as good 
as we can be at recycling all of our mat-
ter,” Austin said.

He is a fourth-generation farm kid, 
the middle of Tim and Adele’s fi ve chil-
dren. Their 9,000 acre operation pro-
duces wheat, barley and peas for seed, 
as well as pea and canola crops.

“The kids are a huge part of the farm, 
very involved in in its operation and out 
there every day,” says Adele. “Environ-
ment is obviously very important to us.”

“As a family farm, we’ve always tried 
to do what’s good for the environment,” 
adds Tim. “It’s been handed down 
through the generations.”

David says environmental practices 
were part of Austin’s upbringing and 
infl uenced his thinking, and cites dis-
cussions around the dinner table and in 
the shop as important factors in Aus-
tin’s environmental awareness.

Besides the environment, Austin also 
has a keen interest in arithmetic and 
sciences, and took Grade 11 and 12 math 
and biology courses this past year.

“I fi nd biology rather interesting — 
ecosystems and animals, and how they 
all work together.”

When he’s not in class, you can fi nd 
Austin wakeboarding, wakeskating and 

www.TripleGreenEnergy.com

DEAN ROSS
PHONE: 204-883-2378

EMAIL: Dean@TripleGreenEnergy.com

For more information please contact us:

90%
• Renewable water and space heating
• Convert waste to heat
• Easy integration with existing systems

Revolutionary patented 
technology saves you

off your heating bill
using economical biofuel

UP 
TO 

ENVIRONMENT
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To locate a Co-operators Agent 
near you, please consult the 
Yellow Pages or visit us at

www.cooperators.ca

www.seeddepot.ca
We would like to 

provide complimentary 
cardale seed to CFGB 

growing projects

Thank you for putting yo�  
� ust in o�  v� ieties. 

May you and yo�  family enjoy 
a safe and successful h� vest!

Advisors & Consultants to Farm
Families & Farm Business

Hire professionals who understand the business of farming. 
Certi	 ed Agricultural Farm Advisors have the training and 

experience to help you make the best choices for your business. 
Best of all – they get the business of farming.

www.cafanet.com info@cafanet.com

MAKE INFORMED CHOICESMAKE INFORMED CHOICES

dirt biking, or snowboarding and snow-
mobiling, depending on the season.

Given his interest in math, he’s con-
sidering taking courses in agricultural 
engineering in the future, and has 
already looked at what’s on offer at the 
University of Saskatchewan and the 
University of Manitoba. He hasn’t 
made his decision yet, but Austin can 
say for sure farming is definitely in his 
future.

“There’s five of us in the family, so 

there’s quite a few opportunities for us 
to take over the farm. I definitely want 
to stay ag-related because of opportu-
nities for scholarships,” he says, 
pointing out that contests like the 

CleanFARMS Challenge are only open 
to farm kids.

“I want to keep in ag just because I’ve 
grown up in it and know about it 
already.” MFV 

Austin Pizzey preparing to recycle chemical jugs. He and his father Tim built a cage under 
the trailer to prevent jugs from blowing away.

In addition to Austin, other winners 
in the CleanFARMS contest are 
Simon Ellis of Black Creek Farm 
(Wawanesa), and Amy Bell of Bell 
Century Farm (Birtle).  

Grand-prize winners are Betty 
and Dennis Turner of Turner Farm 
(Killarney), who won a Winnipeg 
Jets hockey package.

CleanFaRMS winneRS
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At lAst summer’s (2013) generAl 
council meeting in Brandon, delegates 
passed a resolution directing KAP to urge 
federal and provincial government to 
consult with our organization and other 
farm groups before decisions are made 
that affect manitoba farmers. 

this stemmed from frustration over 
the federal government’s decision to 
close the Brandon cattle research facil-
ity, as well as other unilateral decisions 
made by the provincial government.

these decisions reflect the reality of 
the election cycle, where governments 
will typically push through more chal-
lenging and controversial agenda items 
at the beginning of their terms. Program 
cuts aren’t often a successful election 
strategy, but if they can be completed 
well in advance of an election it gives the 
government time to a) prove that the 
cuts and changes weren’t so bad, and b) 
woo voters with new political offerings. 

this isn’t a criticism of either our cur-
rent federal or provincial government. If 
anything, it’s a criticism of voters’ rela-
tively short memories.

I think it’s fair to say we’ve now 
entered into the wooing phase of the 
election cycle. the next federal election 
is just over one year away (October 19, 
2015) and manitoba’s next provincial 
election will likely occur on April 19, 
2016. 

We’ve noted in the KAP office that 
this has been an uncommonly busy 
summer for KAP’s elected officials and 
our staff. this is partly due to the July 
flooding that caused so many challenges 
for members across manitoba, but we’ve 
also seen a dramatic increase in the 
number of requests by government for 
our position on issues — and for our 
participation in consultations. 

the government of manitoba has 

been asking for our input on major 
issues like drainage regulations (see 
page 14), but also on relatively minor 
projects like local bridge closures. the 
provincial opposition is also using this 
election strategy with its broad Policy 
Blueprint consultations.

On the federal side, Ottawa has moved 
up the legislative review of the Canada 
transportation Act and, following the 
grain-shipping debacle of last winter, 
has indicated that agricultural ship-
ments are going to be one of the primary 
areas of focus for the review. 

I had a chance to speak with Honour-
able David emerson, the chair of the 
review committee, when minister raitt 
made the announcement in Winnipeg, 
and he indicated he would begin reach-
ing out to KAP and other farm groups as 
early as this fall. 

At least on a certain level our wish to 
be consulted has been granted. 

I know there is often pessimism 
around this process, with some people 
choosing to believe consultations are 
largely a show — and that governments 
have already made decisions before the 
first consultation meeting begins or a 
submission is received. I am, however, 
not pessimistic about these processes. 

Chalk it up to hope or political naivety, 
but I think governments do take public 
input seriously, especially at the end of 
an election cycle — because it is in their 
best interest to do so.

the challenge for KAP is to ensure the 
ideas, plans and policies we contribute to 
these consultations are well thought 
out, meaningful, achievable, and pro-
vide a measurable benefit to all farmers. 
even though at times we may need to 
look beyond our usual circles to find 
expertise that can help guide our discus-
sions, the policies we bring forward to 
governments will continue to be those 
that come from our grassroots member-
ship.

I hope as many KAP members as pos-
sible will join us this year for our KAP 
district meetings in October and 
november, where KAP elected officials, 
KAP staff and I will be present to discuss 
issues and policies with members 
directly. We will need your input this 
coming year. 

For a list of meetings please check the 
KAP website at www.kap.mb.ca later 
this month. MFV

Elections around the corner,  
perfect time for KAP to speak out
By JAMEs BAttErshill, KAP generAl mAnAger

The challenge 
for KAP is to 

ensure the ideas, 
plans and policies 
we contribute to 
these consultations 
are well thought 
out, meaningful, 
achievable, and 
provide a measurable 
benefit to all farmers.” 

GM’S MESSAGE
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TD is committed to helping farmers 
build for the future. 

The Franke twins fi rst came to us in 2001 with 

an ambitious plan to grow their grandparents’ farm. 

Though they were barely over 20, their TD Agriculture 

Specialist quickly recognized their potential and backed 

their plan. Over the years, Jolene has been there for 

every major fi nancial decision affecting the farm, helping 

it grow to thousands of acres and over 250 head of 
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grainvac.com 877.667.7421 

The business of farm is all about risk management. In an industry 
fuelled by markets you can’t control and weather you can’t  
predict, it is critical to have a grain handling system that is  
as fast and flexible as the challenges you encounter. 

We’ve met many innovative producers and custom haulers in 
thirty-five years of grain vaccing, and have worked closely with 
them to improve the transfer of grain – wherever it’s store, under 
all conditions, quickly and easily. What we have learned has gone 
into a brand new design. 

Welcome to the revolution! The REM GrainVac VRX sets a whole 
new standard in efficiency, speed and durability. Every component 
has been examined, questioned, engineered and tested to levels 
beyond extreme. 

Mobilize, accessorize and customize…

Visit grainvac.com to learn more about how REM continues to 
lead the industry in options and accessories. 
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