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Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) is Manitoba’s general farm policy organization, 
representing and promoting the interests of over 4,500 farm families and 24 commodity groups 
in Manitoba. KAP works for farmers by advocating for policies that will keep Manitoba's 
agriculture industry profitable, sustainable, and globally competitive.  
 
On behalf of KAP, please accept the following comments regarding the implementation of 

mandatory entry-level training (MELT) for Class 1 licensing and the accompanying one-year 

deferral for the agricultural sector. The comments below were developed through KAP policy 

brought forward by our members and in consultation with KAP’s transportation committee.  

While KAP supports efforts to increase safety on the roads, there are concerns that some 

aspects of MELT are not compatible with the unique needs of the agricultural sector. We 

highlight these concerns below and offer recommendations to address these issues.  

First is the tuition cost. Manitoba Infrastructure has informed us that the average MELT tuition 

cost ranges from $6,000 to $8,000, and that there are no direct provincial funding or subsidies 

available for individuals taking MELT. This is a significant cost, especially when considering that 

most producers obtain their class 1 licence not to become professional truck drivers, but to be 

able to perform one task amongst many others on the farm. We therefore recommend that the 

government expand funding opportunities for MELT.  

Second is the time commitment. MELT requires 121.5 hours of training through a combination 

of in class, in yard and in cab training. Young farmers especially, who often have to work off 

farm to support themselves, have expressed concern with taking three weeks off work. We 

therefore recommend that the government explore the possibility of delivering some of the 

training online to reduce the number of hours that producers need to be away from the farm or 

from work and provide some scheduling flexibility.  

In addition, we recommend that government recognize the driving experience that producers 

will obtain during the one-year deferral as contributing to the 41 hours of in cab training for 

MELT. This recommendation is based on a decision that producers who received their class 1 

licence under the ag deferral will have to complete MELT to keep their licence after August 31, 

which is not known at this time. 
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Our members have also raised concerns about the ability to access training and testing facilities 

in rural areas. At our February 2019 Annual Meeting our members passed a resolution asking 

KAP to lobby the Government of Manitoba and Manitoba Public Insurance to address the 

deficiency of instructors who give the road tests for Class 1 driver’s licences. We recommend 

that Manitoba Infrastructure ensure that there is proper capacity in rural areas for training and 

for taking the class 1 road test, and in doing so, consider the time constraints faced by the 

agricultural sector specifically during spring seeding and fall harvest. One suggestion would be 

to reserve a portion of the class 1 road test appointments for the agricultural sector.  

As it stands, Manitoba Infrastructure has not decided what will happen with Class 1 licences 

that were obtained under the agricultural deferral once the deferral period has expired. This is 

causing undue stress to producers who are essentially in limbo not knowing if they will need to 

take MELT to retain their licences after August 31, 2020. We recommend that Manitoba 

Infrastructure provide clarity on the status of these licenses as soon as possible so that 

producers can properly plan and make the necessary arrangements ahead of the August 31st 

expiry date.  

On behalf of KAP, thank you for considering this submission. We appreciate the opportunity to 

be involved in this consultation process and provide insight from the agricultural sector on this 

issue.  


