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Info Sheet 

 

Changes to Private Rail Crossings Maintenance 
Updated: June 3, 2020 

 

Issue 
 
At the end of March 2020, some landowners with railway crossings on their property received letters 

from Canadian Pacific Railway (CP) seeking private crossing agreements and outlining required upgrades 

to those crossings. CP will be sending out more information in May to those who have not yet signed an 

agreement. 

 

Canadian National Railway (CN) is preparing similar communications. 
 

Why are landowners getting this letter? 
 
Transport Canada (TC’s) Grade Crossings Regulations (GCR) and Grade Crossings Standards (GCS), came 
into force on November 28, 2014. 
 
The GCR and GCS govern federally-regulated public and private railway crossings across Canada. The 

regulations set out mandatory standards that all municipal and private grade crossings must meet by 

November 28, 2021. 

 

As a first step, CP wants to confirm who is responsible for the crossing (the private authority), as well as 

the required upgrades and costs. 

 

Upgrades could include: 
 

• A new or extended crossing surface 
 

• New signage 
 

• Upgraded or new warning system, or 
 

• Vegetation clearing or temporary objects moved if they are blocking the crossing sightlines 

 
Who is responsible for upgrading and maintaining private grade crossings? 
 
Under the Railway Safety Act and the new GCR railway companies and private crossing owners have a 

shared responsibility for managing railway crossing safety at private crossings in Canada. The cost 

apportionment is not outlined in the regulation, but will be included in the agreement between the 
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railway company and the private crossing owner. 

 

Is funding available for affected landowners? 
 
TC provides funding for eligible costs related to improving and closing private grade crossings through 

the Rail Safety Improvement Program (RSIP). Affected landowners may apply for funding in the form of 

grants and contributions to cover up to 80 % of total eligible expenditures to improve rail safety and 

reduce injuries and deaths related to rail transportation. 

 

Details on the RSIP funding can be found on TC’s website: https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/rail/apply- 

rsip-itr-funding.html 

 

What are the consequences for non-compliance with the CP deadline of April 30, 2020? 
 
CP’s first letter had a deadline for a response of April 30. The letter also read that if CP did not receive a 

response to the letter, it may proceed with closing the crossing. 

 

CP has subsequently clarified with KAP that it will not immediately close the crossing. CP will take 

several measures to identify the private authority and get a signed private crossing in place. If that does 

not happen, it will lead to the removal of the crossing. 

 

What should I do if I receive a letter from CP? 
 
KAP is recommending the following: 
 

• Contact Andy Pfeifer at 403-803-2828 or Andy_Pfeifer@cpr.ca to discuss your specific situation. 
 

• Contact TC Rail Safety for information about the regulations at: 613-998-2985, Toll- free: 1-844-
897-RAIL (1-844-897-7245) or railsafety@tc.gc.ca 

 

• Contact Canadian Transportation Agency (CTA) for information about new or existing crossing 
agreements, and cost apportionment at:  1-877-850-7148 or 1-819-997-9326 (during COVID-19), 
or Info@otc-cta.gc.ca. 
 

Where can I get more information? 
 

• For more information about the roles and responsibilities, please visit: 
https://www.cpr.ca/en/safety/crossing-safety 
 

• Details on the RSIP funding can be found on TC’s website: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/en/services/rail/apply-rsip-itr-funding.html 

 

• Contact TC Rail Safety for information about the regulations at: 613-998-2985, Toll- free: 1-844-
897-RAIL (1-844-897-7245) or railsafety@tc.gc.ca 
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• Contact CTA for information about new or existing crossing agreements, and cost apportionment 
at:  1-877-850-7148 or 1-819-997-9326 (during COVID-19), or Info@otc-cta.gc.ca 

 

What is KAP doing? 
 

• KAP supports railway crossing safety. However, safe rail crossings should be maintained without 
affecting farmer access to their land and without significant costs to farmers. 
 

• KAP has met with CP to gather information and provide feedback on the communication that has 
taken place to date. 

 

• KAP has requested the railway companies and TC provide clarity on cost apportionment and 
funding for affected landowners. 

 

• KAP is gathering information and working with all stakeholders to ensure landowners and other 
producers that use private crossings continue to have access to their farmland.  

 

• KAP encourages TC to implement special measures to allow affected private landowners to easily 
access funds under the RSIP to cover costs related to improving private crossings to ensure 
compliance under the Railway Safety Act. 

 

For any questions or clarifications on the above please contact: 
 
Derrick Owusu-Kodua, Policy Analyst 

Keystone Agricultural Producers 

(204) 924-6012 

derrick.owusukodua@kap.ca 
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