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  Policy Roundtable Report 
November 2019 

Harvest 2019 

Wet conditions this year delayed harvest for most farmers in all regions of the province and resulted in 

unexpected costs. KAP’s November policy roundtable survey was intended to get a sense as to the 

magnitude and breadth of those costs. 

Again, the policy roundtable is small in size and therefore these results are not statistically significant, 

but they are still a good read.  

Most respondents commented on being pleasantly surprised how much of the crop they were 
able to get off given the rain and early snow, but also the range of extra costs that they incurred.  

• How do you quantify the "cost" of mental strain and fatigue? Wear and tear on the human side is a 

significant "cost" but one that is difficult to quantify. The human wear and tear will linger for much 

longer, it is not a quick "fix", and it may well have impacts for next year and beyond that we have 

not begun to get our heads around. 

• Am still drying canola and wheat likely 60-70% of this year’s crop will be dried. A record by far from 

what we normally do. 

• [We] will need to do some spot tillage on 2 fields and likely work an entire other field 

• Extra feed.  We count on the cows being able to graze until the corn harvest comes off, then graze 

the stover.  With the storm, they couldn't graze anymore, and harvest was delayed, so we used 

quite a bit more feed than we planned. 
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According to Manitoba Agriculture and Resource Development, overall Manitoba was 91% 
harvested by November 12. 45% of the KAP policy roundtable respondents said they were 
between 80 and 89% done. 

 

Corn was the most common crop to be still in the field, followed closely by canola and spring 
wheat  

 

Of those with crop still in the field, only a couple were anticipating harvesting in the spring. Others were 

optimistic they could get it finished this year.  
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What percentage of your crop have you been 
able to harvest this fall?
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Crops Still in the Field

Sorghum Corn Canola Spring Wheat Soybeans
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In terms of extra costs, the most common was deep ruts made in the field requiring tilling in the 
spring, and the wear and tear or extra hours on equipment.  

 

Just over one-third of the respondents provided grain drying cost information, two of which 
noted significantly higher fuel bills this year.  The largest being for $19,500 plus $1,100 for the 
carbon tax. 
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Did you incur any of the following costs that you normally 
would not because of this year's harvest weather conditions? 

(Check all that apply)
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What was your October fuel bill for drying?
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As always, we asked some demographic questions to compare with Statistics Canada’s 2016 
Censure of Agriculture.  

We had a larger number of 35-54-year-olds in our roundtable this month than the general farm 

population.  

 

Roundtable respondents this time were primarily grains and oilseeds, with some mixed farms.  
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What is your age?

Manitoba Roundtable
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What type of farm operation do you have?

Grain and oilseed Grain and oilseed/Beef Grain and oilseed/Beef/Dairy
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New this time we asked for the KAP districts to see what the roundtable’s geographic coverage looked 

like.  
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