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A Proposed Regulation under the Watershed Districts Act 

Modernizing Manitoba’s Conservation District Program 

 

Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) is Manitoba’s general farm policy organization, representing 

and promoting the interests of agricultural producers in Manitoba. KAP works for farmers by 

advocating for policies that will keep Manitoba’s agriculture industry profitable, sustainable, and 

globally competitive. KAP policy is developed by farmers and commodity group members 

representing all agricultural commodities and all regions of Manitoba. 

KAP policy states that there should be a strong role for conservation districts (CDs) in the development 

and implementation process of a provincial water management strategy. KAP members have also 

established policy stating that CDs should be appropriately funded and have the financial capacity to 

carry out their water management mandates. KAP issues and CD issues are intrinsically linked as our 

members are the landowners who are living and working on the same landscape CDs are managing.  

KAP is supportive of the proposed regulation under the Watershed Districts Act. We understand that the 

Manitoba Conservation Districts Association (MCDA) has worked closely with the Manitoba Government 

through the regulatory development process, and we see that transparent and cooperative approach as 

being beneficial for all stakeholders impacted by the proposed regulatory changes.  

According to the 2017-18 Conservation Districts Annual Report, the provincial grant to all conservation 

districts totalled $5.3 million. It is an operational grant required for conservation districts to staff and 

maintain offices and equipment. Participating municipalities also contributed $1.7 million in matching 

funds at a 3:1 ratio (every 3$ the province provides is matched by $1 from the municipality). To develop 

and implement projects, conservation districts are required to access additional funding from a variety 

of other sources including environmental organizations, industry and government programs.  

KAP understands that there are currently 104 municipalities participating in the Conservation Districts 

Program and that all participating municipalities plan to continue under the Watershed Districts 

Program. We also understand that there are currently 137 municipalities active in Manitoba, which 

means there are municipalities that are not participating in the program and areas of the province that 

do not have a conservation district. 

The Manitoba Government committed significant funding for ecological goods and services (EG&S) 

projects through the newly established GROW Trust. Providing funding for projects in perpetuity 

through money generated by the Trust is progressive and ground-breaking in terms of supporting and 

encouraging the delivery of EG&S, however, those application-based dollars require viable and 

sustainable conservation districts in order for projects to be developed and implemented on the 

landscape. 

Under the GROW Trust, only conservation districts can apply for project funding. This means that 

landowners in areas where there are no CDs cannot access GROW funding for projects on their farms. 



 

 

The Manitoba Government states that, “GROW promotes the conservation of natural areas or changes 

to land uses by helping agricultural producers implement projects that maintain or improve local 

watershed health and work for their operations. GROW is a made-in-Manitoba initiative on working 

lands that focuses on ‘farming the best, conserving the rest’”. The reality is that GROW can only benefit 

farmers who manage land in areas with a conservation district, which means there are many farmers in 

rural Manitoba who will not benefit from GROW funding.  

On page 8 of the Modernizing Manitoba’s Conservation District Program public consultation document, 

there is a comment regarding added flexibility for watershed district board contracts and agreements. It 

highlights that watershed district boards will have the capacity to enter into agreements with other 

agencies, and government for the purpose of carrying out its approved budget or watershed plan. This is 

a positive step, as watershed districts could attempt to work with municipalities that do not participate 

in the program, and KAP encourages the Manitoba Government to promote the connection between 

municipalities and watershed districts and ensure municipalities are aware of the benefits they would 

accrue from participating in the Watershed Districts Program.  

KAP is supportive of government making changes in order to enhance the development and 

implementation of watershed management plans. There is an abundance of opportunity on the 

landscape to make positive changes, and CDs have the technical expertise, personnel and landowner 

buy-in to make an impact. We recommend, to ensure the GROW Trust is provided with every 

opportunity to have a positive impact on the landscape, that the Manitoba Government work to 

evaluate the possibility of including all municipalities within watershed districts.  

 


