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1. Do you believe that the current education funding model places an unfair burden on 

Manitoba farmers? 
 
We know the duty to fund education is one shared by all of society and we know this duty 
must be shared fairly. We believe there must be the proper balance in society to ensure the 
education funding model is fair for all.  While Mr. Pallister has ordered a education review to 
justify a pre-determined outcome – smaller support for schools and school divisions, which 
negatively impacts rural and remote areas the most by forcing them to raise taxes – we are 
committed to having a review of education and education funding that listens to the voices 
of regular Manitobans.  
 
What’s more, we are committed to ending the de facto cuts that have been imposed by Mr. 
Pallister on school divisions across our province. By stopping the downloading of provincial 
responsibilities on to divisions and municipalities, we will make some progress as the review 
conducts its work. 
 
2. Would your government conduct a full review of education funding, and in the meantime, 

take steps to address the decreased role of the provincial government in funding the 
education system? 

 
The NDP would ensure a proper review of the K-12 school system in its entirety including 
education funding. However, we would remove the PC-appointed commissioners given their 
pre-ordained goal of recommending cuts. Instead, we would include parents, local school 
board representatives, teachers, education experts and stakeholder groups to ensure that 
recommendations, including those on funding, are based on evidence.  
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We will take immediate steps to restore the proper role of the provincial government in 
funding the education system. The decreased role of the provincial government under Mr. 
Pallister has put immense strain on rural and remote school divisions. We believe in a more 
active, involved and collaborative approach – one that includes more direct support – will 
help immediately address this shortcoming.  
 
3. How will your government compensate farmers for ecological goods and services (EG&S) 

they provide and what incentives would you make available to encourage farmers to 
invest in environmental improvements? 

 
We know farmers care about ecological preservation both as Manitobans and as producers. 
Farmers have already made important investments and significant progress in supporting 
and developing ecological goods and services with more ecologically sensitive practices and 
without net loss of productivity. We will make available important incentives through 
Manitoba Hydro and Manitoba Agriculture to support investment in environmental 
improvements as well as to provide incentives to engage in ecological best practices. We 
believe the design and implementation of these programs would be best done in 
consultation with producers and producer organizations.  
 
 
4. KAP supports a full exemption on all direct emissions from agricultural production 

including fuels and utilities that are used to heat and cool confined livestock spaces, 
greenhouse spaces, and to operate grain dryers. Would your government support such an 
exemption under the current carbon tax regime? 

 
We believe Manitoba needs a made in Manitoba approach to a carbon price. That’s why we 
will negotiate with Ottawa to ensure our province has a pricing strategy that works for 
Manitobans,  recognizes our strengths and builds for tomorrow. We will endeavour to 
protect important sectors like agriculture and will commit to involving all agricultural groups 
and organizations once negotiations with the Federal Government are commenced. 
 



Page 3 of 3 
 

5. Would your government spend more than $350 million on new highway capital each year 
over the course of your four-year mandate? 

 
Yes. The NDP understand that infrastructure investment improves farmers’ ability to get 
their products to market, which benefits the entire province. The NDP will improve 
investments in Manitoba’s highways in every part of the province to try and make up for the 
years lost to PC mismanagement. The PCs have not only cut the budget for highway capital 
investment to $350 million, they have deliberately underspent their budget every single 
year. Brian Pallister’s PCs have abdicated one of the government’s most important tasks: 
investing in infrastructure. The NDP will make the necessary infrastructure investment to 
help Manitoba’s farmers and all Manitobans.  

 
6. How will your government include stakeholders and the needs of Manitobans when it 

comes to determining priorities for funding highway projects? 
 

To determine priorities for highway project funding, the NDP will consult widely, including 
with organizations like KAP. In the past, the NDP has reached out to KAP and other 
stakeholder groups on a variety of issues that affect farmers. Thanks to the information that 
you and others have shared with us we understand the importance of infrastructure to 
farmers. We intend to maintain this respectful relationship.   


