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Response to Manitoba 2019 Provincial Election Survey from Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) 

1. Do you believe that the current education funding model places an unfair burden on Manitoba 
Farmers?  

The current education funding model is complex, burdensome and unequal for farmers, 
homeowners and small businesses.  We are committed to starting a ten-year phase-out of the 
education property taxes starting when the budget is balanced. The first 10% of the phase-out 
will occur within our next term, saving taxpayers $141 million. 

 
2. Would your government conduct a full review of education funding, and, in the meantime, 

take steps to address the decreased role of the provincial government in funding the system? 
 
Our investments in education have increased steadily over our term.  This year, our budget for 
the Department of Education and Training, which includes K-12, is $400M more than it was in 
2015-16, the last budget year of the previous NDP government. 

As our phase-out of education taxes takes place, an increasing proportion of education funding 
will come from general revenues. 

3. How will your government compensate farmers for the ecological goods and services (EG&S) 
they provide and what incentives would you make available to encourage farmers to invest in 
environmental improvements? 
 
In consultation with producers and landowners, a re-elected PC government will develop a 
comprehensive provincial water management strategy to conserve wetlands, improve 
downstream water quality in our lakes and rivers, enhance biodiversity, sustain our agricultural 
production and enhance the resilience of our landscape as we adapt to climate change.  
 
Part of this strategy is to invest an additional $50 million in the Growing Outcomes in 
Watersheds (GROW) Trust Fund, which will provide a perpetual source of funds for conservation 
programing in agro-Manitoba, including incentives for on-farm conservation activities. This 
investment will complement the $154 million already invested in the Conservation and GROW 
Trust Funds, and Best Management Practices funding within the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership. These funds will provide stable and perpetual funding for the country’s most 
comprehensive green stewardship programs.  

 
4. KAP supports a full exemption on all direct emissions from agricultural production including 

fuels and utilities that are used to heat and cool confined livestock spaces, greenhouse spaces, 
and to operate grain dryers. Would your government support such an exemption under the 
current carbon tax regime? 

In 2017, our government released our Made-in-Manitoba Climate & Green Plan, recognized by 
the federal government as the best plan submitted by any provincial jurisdiction.  

Our plan ensured producers were exempt from any proposed carbon tax. However, the federal 
government did not support our plan and imposed their own carbon tax. We are challenging the 
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high and rising federal carbon tax, and continue to move forward with our Made-in-Manitoba 
Green Plan and without a carbon tax.  

5. Would your government spend more than $350 million on new highway capital each year over 
the course of your four-year mandate?   

Our PC government committed to investing over $1 billion dollars in strategic infrastructure 
across our province, including over $350 million dedicated to highways.  This record of 
investment has been higher than 15 of 17 years the NDP were in government, excepting their 
pre-election promises in 2015 and 2016. 

A re-elected PC government is committed to grow the highways budget by 14% from $350 
million to $400 million per year over the next four years. 

The NDP’s unpredictable highway spending made it difficult to plan sustainably and budget 
predictably and, made it challenging for construction companies to plan accordingly. Our 
government is committed to advancing an infrastructure model that is strategic and sustainable 
for long term growth, and our agriculture sector will always be a top priority. 

6. How will your government include stakeholders and the needs of Manitobans when it comes 
to determining priorities for funding highway projects?  

Our government is committed to Fair Say for municipalities, and to consulting with individuals, 
communities and stakeholders on important policy decisions. This commitment will continue 
should we be honoured with a second mandate.  

 

 

 

 

 


